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 ...to the following ROJSC players coaches and managers who were selected 
in State, NTJSA and other squads:

STATE U13 GIRLS  Peta (Panayiota) Antypas

STATE U14 BOYS Jarrod Hill

U14/15 GIRLS   Rep trip cancelled but Peta Antypas was selected in the 
team.

U14 GOLD   William Bonney; Liam Gilmore; Samuel Gray; Jarrod Hill;  
Jasper King; Lachlan Stedman; Aaron Woods 
Manager: Andy Gray 
Carers: Rob King & Helene Woods

U14 BLACK  William Murchison; Daniel Shaw; 

U13 BLACK   Benjamin Adams; Daniel Aurik; Adam Bakes; Kaidon 
Cleaver; Tarkyn Cross; Jack Edmunds; Harrison Jago; 
Dylan Littlechild 
Coach: Mark Littlechild   
Manager: Daniel Cross 
Carers: Don Aurik, Tammy Edmunds

U12 BLACK   Jonty Cleaver; Finn Mitchell; Jalen Priest; Thomas Reilly;  
Sam Stedman;  
Coach: Grant MacDonald 

U11 GOLD  Toby Simeoni; Will Prince 
Manager: Lynden Prince   
Carers: David Simeoni

U11 BLACK   Henry Davis 
Coach: Sam Davis   
Manager: Lina Davis

U11 GIRLS   Breanna Griffiths; Amy Littlechild; Jessica McCallumsmith; 
Darcie Reilly 
Coach: Damien Griffiths   
Manager: Richard Reilly

U10 BLACK   Salvador de Michiel-Burnham; Evan Gregson; Roley 
McCausland; Mac Mitchell; Abe Scott

Congratulations

The 36 Teams of 2015  
and their coaches

UNDER 6: Dynamos - Tom Priest; Glory - Andrew Lowe and Dave 
Munting; Mini Messis - Leandro Palacio; Strikers - Tara Fox and Belinda 
Robertson; Wolves - Justin Milner.

UNDER 7: Brumbies and Colts - Kristy Atkinson; Gorillas - Jason Gunn, 
Lillian Shegog and Sarah Moore; Hurricanes - Lynda and Dale Colgrave; 
Ninjas - Brian Wightman; Raptors - Benn Clayton; Roos - David Sturdy.

UNDER 9: Cobras - John and Di Brozek; Creepers - Henry Cook, Will 
Coert and Alison Hugo; Dinosaurs - Sarah McRobbie; Renegades - Chris 
Bounds, Jack Harvey, Chondan Morris and Jeremy Smith;  
Roar - Adam Phillips; Rockets - Cath and Richard Reilly;  
Scorpions - Glenn Bate; Thunder - Matthew Deans and Robert Henry; 
Wanderers - Kim Sutherland and Craig Barnes.

UNDER 11: Dragons - Sam Davis; Rascals - Matt Geeves and Dane 
Waldron; Saints - Richard Reilly; Scorchers - Sasha Wong;  
Stars - Lynda and Dale Colgrave; Storm - Mark Littlechild.

UNDER 13: Bombers - Grant MacDonald; Force - Damien Griffiths;  
Tigers - Mark Littlechild.  

JUNIOR GIRLS: Jets - Paul Lanham.

UNDER 15: Lions - Rob Shaw; Predators - Zach Taylor and Scott Watson.

SENIOR GIRLS: Phoenix - Jeremy Smith, assistant coach Lillian Shegog. 

UNDER 16: Panthers - Grant MacDonald; Spirit - Mitchell Neilson and 
Paul Smith.

2015

(Apologies to anyone we have missed)
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I often get called “El Presidenté” so I have changed the title of this year’s 
report to suit (qué?)

So, on to the thoughts, impressions and feedback of the club for the year; 
it’s been a record breaking year for the club in terms of membership. 
We nearly cracked the 400 barrier but settled somewhere in the mid 
390s, the most number of registered players that ROJSC has ever had 
and beating the previous record of 380 set in the ‘glory’ year of 2004. 
Interestingly, in that same year the club entered 37 teams into the NTJSA 
competition and we couldn’t quite match it this year, with a near-record 
36 teams entered.

I lay this squarely at the feet of the massive amounts of publicity the 
world game has had in the last twelve months, with both the men’s and 
women’s World Cups, the men’s Asian Cup and the success of both the 
Socceroos & Matildas all in the last twelve months.

From this year’s record number of ROJ registered players, my challenge 
to all of our players planning to return and play soccer again with ROJSC 
in 2016 is to ‘bring a friend’, introduce someone new who has never 
played soccer to this wonderful game and ask them to give it a try, and 
show them how great and welcoming that the ROJ soccer club is. We 
do our absolute best to try and make everyone who comes to Riverside 
welcome.

Again the bulk of the club comes from the West Tamar and schools in 
the area, with around 75% of our players listing Riverside, Trevallyn or 
Legana as their home suburb and 90%+ from the greater West Tamar 
area in general. It’s just so great to be a part of our community and get 
to know so many people from the local area.

So thank you to all of the kids - from our newest four year old players to 
our leaving 16 year olds; to all of our new players and to players who have 
come to Riverside from elsewhere - welcome and thanks for playing with 
ROJSC, we hope you have enjoyed it and hope to see you back next year.

Unfortunately, despite the overall club numbers being up to record 
levels, the number of girls registered with the club has fallen, from well 

Former ROJSC players going places
Luke Eyles – has been at the Tasmanian NTC for the last few years before 
moving to Olympia Warriors to play in the V-League. Luke not only won 
the V-League title with Olympia, but played a big part in the team winning 
the title and also won the League’s Rising Star award. Luke has recently 
been signed by South Melbourne FC, one of the leading clubs in the 
Victorian Premier League who are regularly scouted by A-League clubs.

Nathaniel Atkinson – has also been at the Tasmanian NTC for the last 
two years and was invited during the season to trial with Melbourne City 
in the A-League.

From the NTJSA website:

The NTJSA congratulates former Riverside Olympic turned NTC player 
Nathaniel Atkinson who has been selected for a Melbourne City trial on 
the 25th and 26th of July after an impressive hat-trick against them in a 
friendly on the 7th July.

Tasmanian NTC coach Kenny Weston said “He is quick, skilful with a 
real competitive nature and is most effective in 1v1 attacking situations. 
Nathaniel has excellent tight control, balance and a change of pace that 
takes him past players effortlessly”.

El Presidentés Informar 2015
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you again next year with your team & we know the kids love having 
consistency with their squad & coaches. 

• All of the parents, families, siblings, friends and all other supporters 
of the club deserve a huge thanks too; even though there are costs 
incurred just to play soccer (and trust us, most of what we get goes 
straight out again), we just wouldn’t survive without our families 
& supporters. Just imagine if tops didn’t get washed every week, 
players didn’t get driven to & from training & games etc??? So 
thank you to all of our supporters & families; I’ve seen a few teams 
starting a trend of thanking their supporters as they come off after 
a game - just by giving them a cheer! If any other teams would like 
to take up this small gesture the club would strongly encourage & 
appreciate it.

• To our 2015 sponsors - MDH Accounting and Aussie Launceston - 
thank you again from ROJSC, particularly for jumping in at short 
notice and providing four of our Under 9 teams with new playing 
tops: the Scorpions & Rockets sponsored by Aussie and the Roar 
and Wanderers sponsored by MDH. (I’m told that one of our other 
regular sponsors will be providing some much needed training 
hardware in 2016 too - stay tuned...)

• Our sponsors and supporters play a huge part in our club - not 
only providing the opportunity for teams to be wearing the latest 
playing tops but just generally for their interaction with the club 
and community and the promotion that both the club and sponsors 
provide each other.

• The ROJSC committee of 2015 - the club has an awesome 
committee, with a healthy transition of new parents and members 
due to a huge turnover of committee members in the last few years. 
It’s just part of the cycle of the club that experienced committee 
members leave us as their children leave the club after the older 
age groups, but we now have an experienced core of the committee 
that has been involved for three to four years now.

You may not know who the committee members are or what they do, 
but there is a massive amount done behind the scenes not just to get 
the kids on the park every week, but for all of the other activities involved 
with running a soccer club.

Firstly, our ‘Sensei Master’ Grant MacDonald who provides valuable long 
term experience and perspective from his many years of involvement with 

over a quarter of the club’s players in 2014 down to about 15% this 
year. Apparently, it’s not just at ROJSC either, FFT have noticed a drop 
in female players state-wide, from junior players right through to the top 
level women’s Championship teams in both the North and the South of 
the State. 

While ROJSC had strong teams in both the Junior & Senior Girls 
competitions this year, the club used to regularly field two teams in each 
of these competitions. There are many girls also playing in mixed Under 
6, 7, 9 & 11 teams - hopefully we can buck the trend next year and all of 
the girls at the club can bring a friend along next year too.

This year, we say farewell to the last of our junior players born last 
century! To the older players in the Spirit, Panthers and Phoenix - we 
hope you’ve had a great time running around with our ROJSC teams, 
whether it was just for this year or for a decade or more. The club 
encourages you and would love to see you running around on the park 
next year in an orange shirt, whether it’s with the boys Under 18 team, 
one of the senior men’s teams or the senior women’s team.

Personally I’ve managed to get around and see most of our Riverside 
junior teams in action & during games at some point during the year 
(newer players & families may not have recognised me there) but the 
one thing I saw in common at every Riverside team game was the 
camaraderie. All of the team players seemed to just enjoy playing soccer, 
playing with their friends & team-mates, huge grins & smiles everywhere; 
it just makes being a part of this club so great and is the main reason so 
many people put so much time & effort into the club and keep coming 
back year after year.

A few more thanks from me to those that keep the ‘wheels on the ROJ 
train well oiled’:

• To the coaches - the club’s most sincere thanks. All of our coaches 
are volunteers and many have not just taken on a coaching role this 
year (for many a number of years) but have got involved further by 
undertaking coaching courses, coaching rep teams and coaching 
tournament teams. Next time you get a chance, just go & say 
“thanks” to your coach; just a quiet recognition for all of the time, 
effort & hard work they put in.

• Also to our new coaches for 2015 - we hope you did enjoy the 
coaching experience as we know it can be a difficult, challenging 
and quite a steep learning curve at times; we would love to see 
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the week to week liaison, being a sounding board and for help with 
cross promotion of the two clubs. Keep your eye open for more 
news from ROSC over the next few years, particularly with the club’s 
target to be involved with the state’s premier soccer competition, 
the Victory League.

• Lastly to everyone in general who is involved with the club - thanks 
for making this year a great year for me personally. I’ve been 
involved with the club for a number of years now and President for 
the last three and I believe that this has been the most smoothly 
run and best year to date.

From one of our coaches who coined this term a few years ago in their 
annual report (you know who you are), the club “growl-o-meter” has been 
extremely low this year, hardly any complaints, grizzles or unsavoury 
incidents, which means either everyone is either ignoring some of 
the ‘silly’ stuff that goes on and just getting on with playing soccer 
(which isn’t a bad thing) or we are doing things right, or both! From my 
perspective of a club as a whole, it’s a win-win-win-win-win: great kids & 
players, coaches, supporters, committee & families.

From the ROSC club song which has been tweaked a bit for the juniors 
(you’ll have to play & win a game with the one of the senior club teams to 
get the whole song), “We are the team in the orange, blue & white!”

Hope to see you all again next year and in the years to come.

Jeremy Smith -  
El Presidenté

2015 

the club; Grant has been involved for more years than the rest of us on 
the committee put together I think??

Karen Stedman our club secretary, Michael Harvey - club treasurer 
& James Edmunds - property officer; thank you all for being heavily 
involved with the club in the last few years and for the work you do which 
makes the club run so smoothly.

To our new 2015 committee members: Sasha Wong, Jenny Harvey, 
Richard Reilly, Fiona Beament & Monica Plunkett - thank you so much 
for coming on board, bringing new & fresh ideas and for sharing the load, 
it’s making the amount we each do over the year so much better and 
easier. Thanks also to Phillipa Hughes who we literally threw in the deep 
end earlier this year, with all of the player and team registration support 
you provided.

But my biggest thanks goes to Tammy Edmunds, club Vice-President, 
Registrar and all round entrepreneur. Tam is the ying to my yang 
and provides much of the colour and passion you see in the club’s 
publications - by email or on facebook and around the club generally in 
person. The enthusiasm Tam has for the club, even when she is dead 
tired and exhausted is just amazing and she never stops giving; we are all 
just in awe sometimes.

Next year and in the years to come when you do your club registration 
on line, just say a “thanks Tam” to yourself; when Tam became club 
registrar last year she dragged the club (some might say “kicking & 
screaming”) into the new millennium digital age by scrapping the old 
paper registrations and developing the on-line registration system we 
now have & enjoy. This was quite a hurdle for the club to get over and the 
massive amount of work Tam did with this to get it up & running is utterly 
appreciated by us all; I believe that Tam is now regarded as one of the 
‘go-to’ gurus with the use of the on-line registration system in Tasmania.

Simply, thanks Tam!

• To our senior club, ROSC - thanks guys for providing coaches, many 
of whom have kids at the club but a few who have no kids playing 
with us, they just do it to be involved and keep the links between 
the clubs strong. Also for running the Tuesday night skills session, 
in particular Mitchell Nielson who was present at just about every 
session - thanks Mitty!

• Thanks in general to the executive & committee of ROSC - Bart, 
Jimmy, Andy, Alex, Lucy and anyone else I have missed; just for 
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GLORY ANDREW LOWE

What a fantastic group of kids! 
It’s been a pleasure to be involved 
with such a great group of people 
with all the parents chipping in 
and helping, and the kids’ natural 
enthusiasm and amazing attitudes 
towards both the game and 
each other. Well done to whole 
group and special thanks to Dave 
Munting for the extra help.  
Go Glory!!

Ben Berlese - is a great natural talent who has also shown to be a great team 
player. He has shown concern for the wellbeing of his team mates on and off the 
field and is just as happy to have helped a team mate score a goal as he is when 
he has kicked one himself. Often from behind halfway with his dazzling left foot! 
On a few occasions he mentioned at training that he is probably better at soccer 
than I am, and I feel I am in no position to argue with him.

Amelia Parish - is the quiet achiever who boasts extraordinary pace and 
excellent foot skills. Often being the last one standing in knockout drills at 
training she makes things look easy. Her ability to read the play and move 
towards where she thinks the ball will go next has really stood out in the last 
few games of the season.

Thomas Howard - possesses great skill and strength and recently discovered 
the awesome power of his right foot! His confidence has grown throughout the 
season and recently knocked in four goals in one game from all over the park, 
narrowly missing several others! 

Isobel Munting - brought her fantastic natural enthusiasm week in week out 
and could always be relied upon to take on her opponents head on. She often 
created possession for her teammates by tackling and getting the ball out 
through the jungle of legs that is under 6 soccer. 

Ashton Napier - was the big improver throughout the course of the season. Her 
skills and determination increased dramatically as the season went on and in 
one game wore the captain’s armband like it was a superman cape taking on 
all that came before her. It was a great display of what she is capable of!

Xavier Lowe - was another big improver throughout the course of the season. 
Getting more and more kicks as the weeks ticked over. Always smiling and 
just happy to be there he could be relied upon to be first sub after half time to 
clean up any uneaten oranges. Almost demanding it. Possibly biased but I give 
him the award for the best post goal celebration with the lean back double fist 
pump. 

UNDER 6 

DYNAMOS TOM PRIEST

Leo - is a great team member, a 
very affectionate team mate with 
a massive left foot kick on him. He 
grew in confidence as the year went 
on, well done Leo.

Cammii - did a fantastic job. She 
grew in confidence as the year went 
on, especially in tackling, and in 
that confidence scored goals. Great 
job Cammi.

Georgia - loved being a part of a team, loved being out there with her team 
mates and loved the mud. Georgia gathered some great skills in running with 
ball at her feet. Well done Georgia.

Runga - is a star, who runs with great confidence and scores goals. He has a 
great future in soccer ahead of him. He shows great control, remember this 
name! Great job Runga

Jaymie - Started with two left feet but picked up skills very quickly. Runs with 
the ball with great control and tackled well and enjoyed his team mates. Great 
job Jaymie.

Keeren - Was another star in our team. He showed great perseverance in 
chasing in defence, ran with great control and scored goals. Fantastic job 
Keeren.

Aarlo - enjoyed his soccer. He loved being out there with his teammates and 
showed great speed and control when he ran with the ball. Great job Aarlo. 

TEAM REPORTS
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Blayde showed from day one his will to learn the game and has had an 
incredible commitment to train and improve. By the end of the season Blayde 
is much more confident on the field and is scoring great goals with a nice long 
kick. Blayde always wears his heart on his sleeve and his enthusiasm for the 
game is contagious.

Luca began the year with the strong will to learn and have fun. His soccer skills 
have improved to a new level and he has become a confident player that trusts 
his abilities to help the team. By the end of the season Luca is having a better 
control of the ball and is finding new ways to celebrate the Messi goals.

Joshua started the season learning what soccer was all about. He has 
firmly built on his skills and by the end of the season Josh has improved 
tremendously. A true team player, Joshua has been a great addition to the 
Messis with his happy attitude and his warm generosity towards the other boys.

Jack has shone through the season. He has continued to consistently improve 
during each game and has really matured his skills when running with the ball. 
One of the youngest players on the side, Jack’s zen attitude towards soccer has 
helped to keep the Mini Messis both grounded and in high spirits.

The combination of all these boys together makes the Messis a great team to 
watch. Their friendship and camaraderie is a true positive.

Thank you to all the parents who faced the chilly training days and to all 
family and friends who came to cheer the Mini Messis on those cold Saturday 
mornings. 

I hope everyone returns next year for another great season.

I’d like to end with a quote from our great namesake, Lionel Messi himself: 

“I have fun like a child in the street. When the day comes when I’m not enjoying it, I 
will leave football.”

Lionel Messi

Thanks Mini Messis for all your hard work and most importantly, for all your 
fun.

Caleb McKenzie - is another natural who looks right at home on the soccer 
field. Often seen breaking away down the right flank with 4 opposition players 
in hot pursuit he managed to kick and help set up numerous goals for the 
team. Always good for a high five on the run back to the centre his happy 
nature serves him well.

MINI MESSIS LEANDRO PALACIO

The Mini Messis had an epic 2015 
season. From humble beginnings they 
are tracking a great learning curve and 
are playing some excellent soccer. Most 
importantly they are all having fun as a 
team and hopefully developing a bit of 
a passion for this great global game. 

Only a couple of kids in the Messis had 
played soccer before, so it has been very rewarding to see these boys improve 
and for the newcomers to learn more about how it all works.

It has also been a really fun journey for me as a new coach discovering what 
worked well during training, the dynamics of the group and playing to each 
boy’s strengths and where they might improve. I have felt very proud of them 
all on game days. Their continued effort and ability to rise to the challenges 
presented by our worthy opponents such as the mighty Pirates or the ferocious 
Wombats.

William Cramp, Dante Parer-Wong and Camden McKellar all joined the team 
bringing a good awareness of the game and good skills with the ball.

William’s soccer experience made him a team leader from day one. Always 
ready to help others and give encouragement to improve. It has been fantastic 
to have Will in the team.

Dante has been one of the ever dependable scorers of the Mini Messis. His 
fantastic ball skills and fun approach to the game have been a great asset to 
the team. Dante is a rocket in his yellow boots and we were most lucky to have 
him this season.

Camden has shown his great ability with the ball and clear view of the game. 
He has also maintained an incredible coolness the entire season. During 
training or game day, Camden has been a tireless and reliable player, never felt 
phased by adversity. 

Blayde Triffet, Luca Palacio, Joshua Atkins and Jack Healey started the year as 
inexperienced soccer players and it’s been awesome to watch them improve 
throughout the season.
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Nick Kelde - Our quiet achiever. He is a strong player who runs at the ball and 
confidently attacks the play. He has made a significant contribution to team 
throughout the season. Nick is also to be congratulated on his goal scoring this 
year. A super effort, Nick!

Saxon Baldock - The most skilful and talented player on our team. He is a top 
scorer with too many goals to count. A very intuitive player who always reads 
the play well. He is happy to involve his team mates in the game and he sets a 
good skill example for the others. Well done Saxon, Socceroos here he comes!

Xavier Griffith - Our little fighting machine on the field. Xavier has the team’s 
biggest smile and he is always happy to be involved in the play. His confidence 
has improved out of sight. An awesome effort, Xavier on kicking your first goal 
for the season! 

We have been pleased to see so many parents, grandparents and friends at 
our games each week. Thank you for your support and encouragement. We 
are also very proud of our boys and how much they have improved to become 
awesome little soccer players. They are a wonderful team of great mates and 
we look forward to the 2016 season. 

WOLVES JUSTIN MILNER

The Wolves jumped in to the 
season really well and have had a 
great time playing together. Alex, 
Ellis, Noah, Oliver, Ollie, Seb, and 
Zahara all love getting out on the 
field together, and it’s great when 
I see them during the week and 
they tell me they can’t wait until 
Saturday’s game, jumping up and 
down with enthusiasm. I am so 
impressed with the way all of them 
have developed as a team this season and also very proud of 
the way that they have improved their skills, especially as none of them had 
played together before, and for most of them this is the first year they have 
ever played soccer. 

The Wolves locked in second place of the division one seeding rounds and 
scored multiple goals every single game after, playing really good end to 
end soccer with really good offensive and defensive moments all throughout 
the season. Once again I am so proud of all the kids and what they have 
accomplished and I hope to see them all out on the ground again next year.

STRIKERS TARA FOX AND BELINDA ROBERTSON

‘Go Strikers’ was said many times 
as a team and also by the boys’ 
parents and supporters this 
season. It has been such a delight 
to see this new team bond in 
friendship and sportsmanship as 
many were new faces this season. 
Thanks for the opportunity to 
coach these young soccer stars, 
proud coaches Tara Fox and 
Belinda Robertson. Special 
thanks to our referee Paul Fox 
and our referee (who swallowed 

his whistle) and manager, Steven Robertson. We also congratulate our junior 
referee, Loganne Fox, who has shown great commitment to learning the 
intricacies of the game. 

(Manager’s note: A special mention and thank you needs to be given to the two 
coaches: Tara & Belinda. Taking on the role as joint coaches at the beginning 
of the season, they have not only coached but served the team as the official 
Laundrette supplier and Chief Orange distributors. Despite the wet and cold 
weather we’ve endured this season, they always did their best to make sure 
training went ahead on Tuesday nights and provided plenty of encouragement 
to the boys. Considering our team were unknown to each other and literally 
only came together a week before the season commenced, they have done an 
outstanding job. They have my vote as Coaches of the Year, but then again I 
am biased!)

Ben Hay - The smallest member of our team and although timid to start he 
burst from his tiny shell. Now those little legs just keep on running! Always 
excited and happy on the field. An awesome effort, Benny, on kicking your 
second goal for the season!

Edward Robertson - The tallest member of our team who takes long strides 
on the field. When those legs got moving, he managed to score a number of 
goals for the team. His focus on the game when attacking or defending have 
improved. Terrific effort this season, Edward!

Oliver Carswell - The ‘pocket rocket’ of our team. Without his awesome sweeping 
defence our goals against tally would’ve been much larger. He is also a keen 
attacker making him an invaluable member of the team. Well done, Ollie!

Willem Fox - A fearless member of our team. Always looking to support his 
team mates and be involved in the ‘fight’ for the ball. He has made a dramatic 
improvement in his skills and running for the ball. Fantastic effort and goals 
this season, Will!
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Alex T - Alex left us for sunnier skies about halfway through the season, 
and his booming kicks and ability to chase down any ball was missed. Alex 
regularly played all over the field, wherever he was needed he was there! 

Well done on a great year Brumbies!

COLTS KRISTY ATKINSON

The Colts were back again this year 
with most boys having played one or 
two seasons already and only one 
new player. This season the boys 
have really taken it to another level 
with their understanding of the game. 
They have started playing in position, 
making space and using their ball 
skills instead of just booting the ball 
and hoping for the best. All boys 
always gave 100% during games and training and seeing them 
gel together as a team has been exciting to watch. The boys were fantastic to 
coach, never gave up, showed great sportsmanship throughout the season and 
shared the goals around. Thank you to all parents for your help throughout 
the season with subbing, scoring, coaching when I wasn’t available and just 
generally being amazing supporters of the kids.

Lochie - New to the team this season and immediately slotted right in 
perfectly. He never ever stops running, has a massive kick and likes to run 
the ball up the line using space well. Lochie has a great eye for goal and has 
slotted a few goals away easily this year.

James - this season James’ confidence has continued to grow, now regularly 
getting in amongst the tackling and placing nice passes out to team mates, 
when he gets his boot on the ball it can travel far. He’s always smiling, trains 
hard, never gives up and is a valuable member of the team.

Oscar M - This season has been Oscar M’s best, regularly scoring goals his 
ability to tackle and turn the ball around in tight areas has meant he attacks 
often, and on target. He never stops giving 100% always chasing down loose 
balls and his confidence in his skill has grown with every game.

Koby - Koby’s understanding of the game means he is happy to play wherever 
he is needed, forward, back, midfield he combines well with his teammates 
to try and keep the ball in our possession. Regularly having shots on goal or 
chasing back to defend, he is a great running player.

Oscar S - Has a booming kick on him which has come in handy both in attack 
and defence this year. Oscar has been known to put a goal away from the 

UNDER 7 

BRUMBIES KRISTY ATKINSON

The Brumbies were a new team this 
year with only one player having 
played previously. This didn’t stop 
them putting up good fights against 
more experienced teams throughout 
the season with all boys always giving 
100% during games and honing their 
skills throughout the year. The boys 
were fantastic to coach, never gave 
up, showed great sportsmanship 
throughout the season and shared the goals around. Thank you to all parents 
for your help throughout the season with subbing, scoring, coaching when I 
wasn’t available and just generally being amazing supporters of the kids.

Isaac - Playing up a division Isaac has been a hardworking little player all 
year. Always running, he loves playing forward and going for goal. His ball 
control and dribbling skills have really improved and it’s been great to see his 
confidence grow.

Oliver - Also playing up a division Oliver combines well with his other team 
members to get the ball forward, he’s small but super quick and tough. Always 
working hard and giving his best, his persistence is never-ending which has 
resulted in some great goals.

Alex W - In his second year Alex has come along tremendously in confidence, 
he is always in there tackling and never stops grinning. Loves taking the kick-
ins he’s a real team player and loves getting past the defence to try for goal.

Harvey - Able to run forward and score but is also a natural defence player, 
always running back to make sure we have someone protecting the goal area. 
Harvey has a great natural understanding of the game and has scored some 
massive goals this year.

Connor - Has a booming kick on him, which has come in handy both in attack 
and defence this year. Always tackling, never giving up the ball easily and 
shooting for goal. Connor’s ball skills and control have improved immensely over 
the season and he is always reliable on the field.

Fletcher - Loves to get a sneaky goal past the defence, his tenacity to get 
that ball has been wonderful to see develop this season. He never pulls out 
of a tackle and is always ready to chase that ball down during kick-ins. His 
cheekiness and enthusiasm has been infectious.



20 21

HURRICANES LYNDA & DALE COLGRAVE

This year the Hurricanes had returning players Xavier Davie, Hudson Young, 
Samuel Powers, Max Kerrison, Mac Binns and Noah Colgrave who all had at 
least one season of soccer under their belts. They welcomed Callum Lindsay 
into the team this year. 

Samuel continued to improve his skills this year. He seemed to gravitate 
towards a midfield position, where he tackled hard and tried to kick it forward 
to a team mate as much as possible. Hudson liked to run all over the field. 
He had games where he kicked several goals and then other games where he 
took on a more defensive role. He always tried hard to pass the ball to a team 
mate. Xavier spent quite a lot of time in the defensive end of the field saving 
a number of goals throughout the season. He also used his speed to try and 
push forward. He attacked the ball every week with great enthusiasm. Mac 
started the season with great confidence. His improvement from last season 
was very evident from early on. He had plenty of kicks this year and tackled 
hard. Max’s confidence and enthusiasm was at its peak, when unfortunately he 
broke his collar bone and spent 8 weeks out. Luckily he was able to finish the 
season playing the last six games, picking up from where he left off. Callum 
was a great addition to the team. His confidence really began to grow as the 
season went on. He seemed to enjoy the forward line, kicking a few great goals 
towards the end of the season. Noah had another good season kicking some 
great goals and saving quite a few as well. He tried hard to pass off to his team 
mates when possible.

The U/7 Hurricanes team had a successful season. They were very competitive 
against all of their opponents. They had lots of fun, improved their skills and 
really started to play as a team as the season progressed. 

Thank you to any parents who helped at trainings or on game days. Also to 
all the parents, grandparents and other family and friends that filled up the 
sidelines every week, thank you 
for your support over the season. 

halfway line or a kick in on more than one occasion. He is a natural defence 
player whose ability to get the ball forward quickly is second to none.

Nate - Nate is tenacious, fiery and able to play all over the park. He tackles, he 
passes, he shoots for goal and he knows how to pick up a player and defend 
and chase down those loose balls. It’s been fantastic to watch Nate come into 
his own on the field this year and be a well-rounded player.

Well done on a great year Colts!

GORILLAS JASON GUNN, LILLIAN SHEGOG, SARAH MOORE

It has been a great year for the 
U7 Gorillas team. After training 
every Wednesday afternoon in 
a variety of conditions the team 
was able to develop their skills, 
team play, friendships and most 
of all personal confidence. The 
team continued to develop 
as the season progressed by 
playing more structured and 
fluent soccer and learning the 
key principles of the game. Each 
player was able to develop in all 
areas of the game, as stated below:

Reinard - Continued to develop all season and has now become a confident 
young player.

Miret - Has really improved her skills and confidence to become a positive 
team member.

Harry - Was a valuable defender, positive team player and scored some great 
goals.

Tyson - Hard worker who was always a reliable team member who was valuable 
in both the team’s defence and attack.

Jack - Showed positive development in all areas of the game and was always 
willing to help out in all areas of the game.

Tom - Always worked hard as a defender and attacker, great passer and scored 
some excellent goals.

Tariku - Great team player, who showed a good skill level scoring many team 
goals.

Thanks to Lillian and Sarah for their help with the team and at training.
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Sophie Ryan - is a natural athlete who has grown in confidence throughout the 
season. She is very quick off the mark and has the ability to keep her balance 
and ride tackles. With more experience, Sophie will continue to score goals as 
she is an attacking player who can find space behind defenders. 

William Wightman - is a very determined Ninja who often provides the coach 
with a range of advice, some of which does relate to soccer. He is always 
excited on match day and can’t wait to join his team mates at the ground. 
William loves soccer and always tries his best, which will stand him in good 
stead for a long career at Olympic.

RAPTORS BENN CLAYTON

My debut year as soccer coach has 
been both challenging and extremely 
rewarding. I’ve had to learn the rules 
and have had a lot of fun with a great 
group of little players, supported 
by their wonderful parents. I have 
particularly enjoyed becoming a part 
of the amazing ROJSC community 
and the support offered to me as a 
new coach, particularly from Jeremy, Tammy and Richard has been 
invaluable. A highlight for the season, was our team’s participation in the NAIDOC 
week culture celebrations where my little warriors were presented with indigenous 
themed ‘Young Warrior’ medallions and playing tops which they proudly wore 
for the remainder of the season. I’ve loved watching their confidence and skills 
grow and believe they’ve become a well-integrated team. Well done to my pocket 
rockets for training hard and above all, having fun. They have consistently made 
me proud, following my mantra to look after their team mates on the field and 
show respect for their opponents. Of course final thanks goes to the parents - for 
their commitment to training, particularly in the cold weeks, and time keeping 
and half time orange duties on game days!

Charlie - In his first season with the team, Charlie has consistently demonstrated 
great sportsmanship, never hesitating to stop mid game to help up a teammate 
or an opponent and always showing his initiative when it came to assisting 
with pack up at the end of training sessions. Charlie is a key defender for the 
team, always holding his position and never scared to stand up to an oncoming 
opponent. A fiercely loyal player, with a fun and cheeky demeanour, Charlie was 
always ready to defend his team without hesitation and have fun along the way. 

Lincoln - The silent assassin of the team, Lincoln is very quick to move about 
the field, adaptable in both defence and attack. Although the youngest member 
of the team, Lincoln kicked an impressive number of goals for the season, the 
speed and accuracy of his ball skills being his key strengths. His sportsmanship 

NINJAS KATIE AND BRIAN WIGHTMAN

The Ninjas are a team who came 
together just prior the season’s 
commencement. With little or no 
experience, the players have grown 
into a determined team with far more 
confidence and drive to score goals. 
It has been a privilege to watch their 
progress from shy five, six and seven 
year olds to great mates who look 
forward to seeing each other at 
training and on game day. We look 
forward to season 2016 and hope to build on our improvement.

Beatrix Wightman - started the season as a true beginner and has grown in 
confidence with more games under her belt. Her goal against George Town, the 
first in her career, after a long loping run from the halfway line highlighted her 
close ball control and will be long remembered, particularly by her Dad.

Damon Hannes - was the stand-out Ninja during our first season as a team. 
He is a highly skilled player with the ability to close down the opposition and 
prevent goals on the counter attack. In the latter part of the season Damon 
scored some fantastic goals adding to his potential as a high quality Olympic 
player.

Daisy Barbour - is an extremely reliable player who utilities her natural athletic 
ability to support her team mates in attack and defence. She is quick and 
determined which means that she is always in the game. Daisy is a quiet 
achiever on the pitch who has the potential to be a very good player.

Flynn Grant - is a highly competitive player who is able to win a lot of the ball 
for the Ninjas because of his tackling ability. He just keeps running and uses 
his natural speed to make each and every contest. Flynn has developed more 
accuracy in the latter part of the year scoring goals himself while also setting-
up opportunities for others.

Francesca Routley - is our fun-loving midfielder who always looks forward 
to seeing her Ninja friends. She has grown in confidence during the year as 
she learned a great deal about positioning herself to support team mates. 
Francesca listens intently and is a pleasure to coach.

Jaxx Pattie - 2015 was Jaxx’s first year playing soccer for Olympic and right 
from the start it was obvious that he could read the play. He is determined, 
covers a lot of the ground and always strives to play hard but fair. Jaxx’s 
confidence has grown significantly during the season and he improves with 
every game.
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Finn - One of the original members of the team, Finn has continued to demonstrate 
he is a gutsy player who loves chasing the ball and fighting for possession. A 
determined player, he has been one of our strongest forms of defence in attacking 
the opposition and recovering possession of the ball. Armed with an almighty 
kick, Finn loves to compete hard for the ball and has been a constant on the 
field. One of the leading goal kickers for the team, Finn’s efforts have consistently 
rewarded his team with either a goal score or stopping the opposition in their 
tracks from achieving the same. 

ROOS DAVID STURDY

The Roos have had another fantastic 
season! All the kids have made a 
tremendous effort and have done 
really well throughout the season. 
They have a wonderful team spirit 
and they have all made progress 
with their skills and understanding 
of the game.

Noah - is a good all round player who reads 
the game well. He has been solid in defence and has natural stamina and 
athleticism.

Peter - has an excellent positional understanding and finds space well. He is a 
great team player and is committed until the final whistle.

Dusty - has a strong kick and he gets forward into some dangerous attacking 
positions well. He is enthusiastic and has shown great potential and improved 
the accuracy of passing. 

Elsie - has shown great confidence in the game. She has been particularly 
strong in the midfield and always battles hard for the ball. Her game has 
developed well this year.

Lucas - is a good all-round player and has shown great commitment to the 
team. He has set himself goals and worked hard towards achieving them and 
improving his technical ability.

Eden - has worked hard. His dribbling skills have developed and he is willing to 
take on opposition players and kick the ball at the right time.

I wish the kids all the best for the future and hope to see them all back in the 
under 9s Roos next year. A big thank you to our enthusiastic parent supporters 
who have encouraged and maintained commitment to training sessions and 
games.

and consistent eagerness to volunteer for packing up after training make him a 
great asset to the team. A caring, compassionate player, Lincoln always held a 
high regard for both his teammates and members of the opposition.

Will - New to the game this year, Will started out as one of our more timid 
players, but soon found his inner Socceroo mid-season and has been unstoppable 
since. Undoubtedly our team’s most improved player, Will has made significant 
improvement since his early training sessions and games due to his level of focus 
and determination. Will has consistently exhibited a positive, excited attitude and 
has always been very receptive to feedback. He has made a fantastic transition 
from a passive to aggressive player, now able to purposefully control and direct 
the ball. 

Katie - Our most enthusiastic game day player, I soon learned not to let the 
pigtails and ribbons fool me! Our pocket rocket dressed in pink, Katie is a force 
to be reckoned with. She is a natural born organiser, is very determined and never 
hesitated to fiercely protect her patch, often against boys much bigger than her. 
Not even an accidental soccer ball to the face (from the Coach of all people!) 
could bring her down! Katie has demonstrated huge all round improvement from 
last year, more than doubling her goal scoring for the season. 

Kade - An exceptional all-rounder, Kade was a leading goal kicker for the team 
this season. His ability to quickly and precisely move and position the ball is 
second to none - he has an impressive range of ball skills and proved equally 
valuable in both deflecting opposition goals and moving forward in pursuit of 
kicking goals. A quieter member of the team, Kade always got in and got the job 
done with a huge amount of effectiveness and little fuss. He listened well, was 
consistent each week and proved to be a loyal, reliable team player.

Colby - A confident, outgoing member of the team, Colby is a natural leader who 
instilled camaraderie amongst the players and was always at the centre of the 
ball. His exceptional ball skills, often exuding what could only be described as 
talent well beyond his years, coupled with a seemingly never ending supply of 
energy, positioned Colby as a highly effective and invaluable member of the team. 
Colby consistently chased down both the opposition and the ball in defence and 
speedily charged into attack. Often backed up by his younger brother Lincoln, 
the two formed a formidable pair.

Cody - New to the team this year, Cody has transitioned well from the Auskick 
to soccer field. I expect the satisfaction, fun and mateship he has attained this 
season will only see his enthusiasm, confidence and ability continue to grow, 
ready to apply on the field next season. It was delightful to see Cody score a 
couple of goals in his debut season and equally as pleasing to see him attack 
the opposition from the goals. His ability to shut down the opposition improved 
over the course of the season, where he prevented some impressive opposition 
scores. Cody has a strong kick on him that with practice, will improve in accuracy 
next season.
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Sarah Moore - Sarah is my smiling defender. She has grown in confidence and 
ability over the course of this season and puts in 110%. As a coach I’m very 
proud of how she works with the team, how she listens at training and then 
puts it in use during the games.

Amy Vimpany - is another happy smiling player who runs and runs and isn’t 
afraid to get in and get the ball off anyone. She is a great team player and a 
pleasure to coach.

Luke Thurm - has had a good season playing u9s seeing that he could still play 
u7s. Luke has mixed it up with the older kids quite well, in kicking quite a few 
goals and playing very well. He has been a good team player throughout the 
season. 

Aiden Thurm - is one of our new players for this season. After training with us 
for a fair while he has stepped up and onto the field. Aiden has had a good 
season and being versatile in all positions especially as one of my regular 
goalies. He has kicked a few goals, including one from halfway over all the 
other players which is one of the season highlights.

Jethro Clark - is a quiet lad, has done a great job this year being one of the 
teams stand-out goalies with some great saves. He has learnt a lot and has 
played well out on the field, with his passing and shooting for goal.

Isaac Bezemer - our youngest player stepping up from U6 to U9 to play in our 
team. He has shown a great ability to mix it with the bigger kids without any 
problems with his cheeky attitude. He has shown to be a thinker on the field, 
playing well in all positions, he is good to watch.

Kampbell Jarman - has grown in confidence and ability over the course of the 
season. He is a good team player with the ability to continually run and now 
adding the skill to dribble the ball around other players. His improvement will 
leave him in a good position for next season always giving 100% during the 
game. 

Zachary Gourlay - was another new recruit to soccer who has come a long 
way. He is starting to build in confidence now that a few things have clicked 
into place. Zach is a versatile player all over the field, also he is quick to ask if 
he can go into goals. He is a happy kid, willing to try all the activities we do at 
training and putting them into practice in the games. Hopefully he will continue 
with the team next season.

Overall this team (including the parents and siblings) have made it a pleasure 
to coach and hopefully we will see everyone back for next year. Go Cobras! 

UNDER 9 

COBRAS JOHN BROZEK

The ROJSC Cobras have stepped 
up from u7 to u9 this year and 
with the addition of new players 
and rules, they have done a really 
good job transitioning to the u9 
format.

The original players in Tomas, 
Jordan, Euan, Sarah, Amy and 
Luke were joined by Jethro, Aiden, Kampbell, 
Zachary (who are first year players) and Isaac 
stepped up from U6.

The team gelled and took to playing as a team 
very quickly, going through the seeding rounds 
undefeated.

All of the players have taken to playing all the different positions from goalie, 
defender and forward and done it well, working together all along the way 
passing and defending well.

Also the team has grown to include the parents and many siblings, all helping 
out and getting involved which has been amazing as well as very helpful. Thank 
you to Les Jarman at trainings, Damien Thurm running the sub sheet, Adam 
Gourlay helping with training and umpiring (while I coach from the sidelines) 
and thanks to Jeremy Smith for all the support/knowledge you have provided 
over the season. Plus not to forget the other parents with getting kids to 
games/trainings, cheering, fruit, washing uniforms and anything else that was 
asked of them. The Cobras have been a pleasure to coach. 

Jordan Bezemer - has continued to improve his skill level getting better with 
each game and starting to use both feet well. His strong determination and 
quiet personality has made him easy to coach and his ability to kick goals 
(around 30) has built on his and the team’s confidence a lot.

Tomas Brozek - even if he is the smallest player on the team he always stands 
tall in defence or in goals. He has grown as a player in ability, reading the play 
and is easy to coach. Every now and then I let him sneak up front to kick a 
couple of goals. 

Euan Best - is one of my cheeky players but he is one of the work horses that 
runs, chases, defends and attacks all game without any sign of slowing down - 
And he does what is asked of him with a smile on his face.
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Jayden - is one of our fabulous new team members. It is his first season 
playing soccer but who would know. A natural defender on the field he is a 
determined and committed player that has fitted right into the team.

Joeb - has found his strength this year as a tough and solid goalie. His show 
stopping style involves dramatic diving and launching to stop those goals. His 
record count for stopping goals is a massive 15. Way to go Joeb! Where would 
we be without you?

Ollie - continues to be a consistent and strong team member. He can take 
up any position on field but defence is where his strength is. Ollie is always 
willing to listen and responds well to direction. Ollie is our quiet achiever with a 
fantastic attitude. 

Renny - is our back line weapon stopping the attackers from getting too close 
to the goal. His role in the team’s defence is second to none as he takes on 
those on-coming power balls. Renny has a calming influence on the team with 
his gentle encouraging ways. 

Seth - has grown tremendously in strength and skill level this year. His 
experience has shown through making him a strong and valuable team leader 
and player. 

Sam - loves his position in defence. He reads the play well and his speed and 
agility always has his opponents guessing. He still likes nothing better than 
connecting his boot to that ball and when he does we all know about it. 

Taj - confidence and skills this year have catapulted right out of the park. He 
has become another of our powerful front line defenders. His power boot is not 
to be messed with either. Great to see you grow this year Taj.

Taran - joined Team Creepers this year moving across from the Renegades. 
Taran took up his role in attack with skill and determination. His ability to move 
quickly and respond to the play on field has been a huge asset to the team this 
year.

DINOSAURS SARAH MCROBBIE AND HEIDI GOESS

It’s fair to say the Dino’s love their 
soccer and it’s been a pleasure 
coaching this team of enthusiastic 
players. 

Their first year in under 9’s with a 
larger pitch, more rules and players 
on the ground has been embraced 
by these boys. From the first 
game with uncertainty of where 
to be on the field, they decided 

CREEPERS WILL COERT, HENRY COOK, TONY ZANDAVAR  
AND MURRAY WILLIS 

SUPPORT CREW: ALISON HUGO, JAMES DEDMAN AND BRETT BIRCH

What a year it has been for Team Creepers. Their energy, enthusiasm and 
hunger to win has kept them very focussed week after week. Their combined 
experience and willingness to have a go has also proven a bonus as they took 
on quite a few stronger teams. 

The team faced a few changes this 
year. 

1. They moved up to Division 1. This 
presented a new challenge for the 
boys.

2. They lost a few strong players but 
gained some fabulous new players.

3. The team support crew was a 
great take on a modern family… 

The boys were trained on Wednesday nights by Senior players Henry Cook and 
Will Coert from Olympic Spirit Under 16 team. Each Saturday either Murray 
or Tony took up the coaching reins. James, Brett and other parents helped 
with the substitution. Alison kept up the team communication. Everyone else 
cheered, encouraged, washed tops, bought oranges and most importantly 
of all - turned up. A great team effort on and off the field!! A big big thanks 
to all the Creeper parents and families for all your support, enthusiasm and 
commitment throughout the season.

This season they have continued to work hard to improve as individual players 
and even more importantly grow as a team. 

Here is short description of our very vibrant Team Creepers...

Ben - this year has continued to be a reliable, skilled, stable team leader. He 
reads and responds to the play with such confidence. He is such a pleasure to 
watch. He encourages and guides all the Team Creepers members on and off the 
field. He is a highly valued team member.

Broc - has grown tremendously this year in his position as mid-fielder. He 
reads the play and uses his initiative with great confidence. Broc is a true asset 
to the team. It will be exciting to see how he grows next year.

Cooper - has joined the team from the Renegades. Cooper is one of our valued 
all-rounders taking up the mid field position. Cooper is reliable and always 
approaches the game with a positive attitude. Great to have you in the team 
this year Cooper, you are a valuable addition.
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Lucas converts a high number of spectacular shots on goal.

Ryan Parkinson - The powerful kick from previous seasons is still very much 
there. He’s strong in attack and good luck to defenders attempting to take the 
ball off him. Great in defence too, he works hard to win the ball for his team 
and is cool under pressure. 

Zachary Buckingham - has come a long way with his skills and determination 
since the start of the season. He’s made good tackles, which have won the ball 
for his team and led to good passing, team play and goals being scored.

Well done boys.

Thank you to all of the parents and supporters throughout the season and 
those who have stepped in to help when I’ve not been available. A huge thank 
you to Heidi Goess for helping coach and doing an amazing job of rotating 
players and seeing they all have equal time on the ground.

Finally, a big thank you from the team to the Riverside Olympic Junior 
Committee for all their work behind the scenes which gets us out there training 
and playing.

RENEGADES JEREMY SMITH 

(TRAINING COACHES CHRIS BOUNDS; JACK HARVEY AND CHONDAN MORRIS) 

We’re the Renegades of Riverside!

The Renegades of 2015 are a great 
team and I am extremely proud of 
them, both as players and as an 
overall team. They have not only 
learnt some great new soccer skills 
and teamwork this season, but 
added some great personal traits.

From winning and losing games, 
playing & training with new team 
mates, playing in all sorts of 
conditions & weather or learning new positions on the field, 
our great bunch of new and returning Renegades hit the field 
with enthusiasm and just as importantly excellent conduct.

The Reliable, Rapid and ever Ready Renegades of Riverside of 
2015 are:

Brodie Dolan - “Brode-ster” as he got nicknamed (I hope you don’t mind the 
nickname) - the “smiling assassin” of the team, always happy and floats around 

to just go for the ball, and go for the ball they did! We’re now at the end of the 
season and players are dropping back to defend, passing to team mates and 
channelling the opposition to the sides of the pitch and appear to be having a 
lot of fun.

Well done Dino’s for a terrific season and first class sportsmanship. Heidi and I 
are very proud of you all. 

Archie Gogan - booming left footer, Archie finds himself in good position to 
collect the ball from the opposition, then uses his pace and skill to sweep around 
and drive up the (generally) left side of the pitch. Carefully watches the play to 
intercept and secure the ball for his team.

Avery Thomas - We all look forward to Avery’s goal celebrations! Avery is good 
at changing his speed which tricks the defenders. If they manage to keep up 
with him, his skill comes into play to dribble the ball around or make a good 
solid pass to his team mate. 

Benjamin Filleul - a bit of terrier, Ben won’t let the other team dribble the ball 
past him, he just keeps tackling until he gets it, good dribbling skills and often 
looks for the pass, which he executes accurately and with power.

Ciaran McRobbie - gets stuck in and often comes out with the ball, he dribbles 
and weaves past defenders and enjoys finding the back of the goal. He has a 
high work rate to chase defenders, tackle and win the ball.

Cooper Wigg - Neatly collects the ball that spills out from a medley. Cooper 
channels the attacking opposition to the sides of the pitch and puts pressure 
on them until they make a mistake. He then wins the ball and drives up to the 
goal for scoring opportunities. 

Isaac Howe - Spreads out and finds good space on the field for his team to 
make the pass to him. Isaac is quick with dribbling the ball and has a good 
awareness of his team mates to make solid passes. He runs hard to get back if 
the other team gains possession of the ball. 

Lewis Broughton - A very calm player on the ball, Lewis goes in for tackles, 
wins the ball then holds onto it very well. He manages to create space for 
himself so he can keep possession, change direction, attack or make a strong 
pass to his team mates. 

Lucas Boyden - covers the defence well, Lucas can be heard calling 
encouragement and instructions to his team mates. He keeps the opposition 
out of the danger zones and has great distribution of the ball with a solid kick 
or good dribbling skills to see his team on the attack.

Lucas Cooper - Has game and positional knowledge of someone you would 
think to be older than 8. As well as strong individual skills, he sees and makes 
good passes and re-leads into space for the return pass from team mates, 
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enjoyed your soccer this season.

Maycee Flood - a very determined and keen player, evidently Maycee is up 
early & ready to go in her soccer gear irrespective of the time of day. Maycee 
has learnt loads about soccer this year and improved out of sight; she balances 
the team out with her quiet but confident demeanour. I trust you also have had 
a great year playing soccer Maycee and look forward to seeing you out on the 
park in the coming seasons.

And lastly, our “Jacks in the pack” . . .

Jack Cramp - is a very eager player who will play in any position you ask of 
him and give 110%; forward or back, wide or central. Jack is really starting to 
read the play well which allows him to get into position well and make cutting 
passes to his team mates that get through the opposition’s defence. Well 
played Jack, you’ve had a great year!

Jack Campbell - “Jacko” as we ended up calling him (we had to tell Jack & 
Jacko apart somehow); he never gave the impression that he liked playing in 
defence but somehow seemed to end up there. Once Jacko got the hang of 
being able to attack from defence though he was off; you couldn’t stop him. 
Jacko stopped countless attacks and certain goals during games and is an 
extremely dependable player in the team.

There are a number of helpers and supporters I would like to thank soooooo 
much, with regards to helping the team out at training, games and just getting 
them together and out on to the park each week.

Firstly, thanks to Jack Harvey and Chris Bounds (and occasionally Chondan 
and I think even Dean once?) - once again you guys came to the rescue when 
we needed coaches and I wasn’t able to make it to training regularly. While 
these guys are still under 18s playing with our ROSC senior club, they are 
already amazing role models and ambassadors for both clubs and I thank 
them greatly for putting in their time every week to train the kids, before going 
on to their own training afterwards. You guys have a great future in not only 
playing but coaching, if you choose to continue with it.

To David Flood for running the substitutes, doing the score sheets during 
seeding rounds and generally looking after the team on match days, especially 
when I wasn’t about - a huge thank you, I couldn’t have done it without you. If 
you ever wanted to step up and try kid’s soccer coaching, I believe you would 
make an excellent coach and have now seen first-hand for a season how things 
can work ‘behind the scenes’. 

Thank you also to all of the Mums and Dads, brothers and sisters, 
grandparents and other family members and all of our team supporters for 
making Saturday with the kids so enjoyable. The whole team and club in 
general is run by volunteers and the generosity of player’s families; thanks to 

the ground during games and turns up where opponents least expect him. It’s 
been a pleasure to see Brodie in the Renegades again and he has improved out 
of sight this year.

Mitchell West - one of the new players to the team and goes like the energiser 
bunny only soccer style. When on the ground, Mitchell seems to be everywhere 
at once and no-one can catch him, especially the opposition. Rarely seen at a 
game without his Hawks jumper, Mitchell has had an awesome year with the 
Renegades.

Ronan Cruse - is BACK! After a year off soccer, Ronan is back to join his friends 
and team-mates and has come back bigger and tougher than ever. He is a 
popular member of the team, looks perfectly comfortable on the field and still 
plays his part for the team really well; welcome back Ronan!

Linken Ponting - the ‘General’, Linken is one of the most experienced players 
in the team having played for a number of years now. Linken can not only glide 
about the park, he reads the play well, encourages his team mates, kicks a 
mean goal or twenty and when Linken kicks the ball, it stays kicked - just ask 
the opposition every week!

Jarrod Smith - no favouritism here but Jarrod is the quintessential (that’s a 
big word for Under 9s!) poacher’s back post poacher. Daj has scored quite 
a few goals from the back post but he has the skill and read of the play to 
know when to be there at the right time - a great skill in itself. Jarrod has also 
often played as an ‘engine room’ player, linking between defence & attack and 
helping the team at both ends of the pitch.

Ben Sharp - Ben is the buzzing, energetic player of the team; they see him 
here but they chase him there. Always chatty on the field to anyone who will 
listen (team mates, opposition, referees), Ben has an eye for goal and a shot 
to match and tons of drive to keep going if he doesn’t get his goal on the first 
attempt.

Liam Hoare - if the team had a regular goalie, Liam would be it. At this age, 
most if not all kids want to be goalie (if only that were true for older age 
groups) but Liam seems to want it even more & I’ve had to hold him back. 
Besides making some astonishing saves as goalkeeper, Liam also plays really 
well on the field and has developed into a reliable defender with an awesome 
clearing kick from defence.

The ladies of the team . . .

Emilie Munting - Emmie moved over to the Renegades this year after a few 
other team changes here & there and has fitted in just perfectly. I think she 
sometimes surprised the boys with her energy and toughness; getting up and 
about only a few minutes after being flattened by an errant soccer ball kick in 
one game. So pleased to have you on board this year Emmie, I hope you’ve 
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ROCKETS CATH & RICHARD REILLY

It has been a fantastic season, our first year in the Under 9’s. Division 2 has 
had its challenges and the Rockets have definitely stepped up to show their 
true potential! Big thanks to all the parents for your support and willingness to 
lend a hand. Thank you to Aussie Home Loans for your team sponsorship.

Angus Scott - A strong and determined player no matter where he plays on the 
field, Angus has shown persistence and valuable skills all season long. With his 
awesome attitude, he uses good logic and helps his team mates to make good 
choices during the game. 

Bob Matthews - Super persistent and a talented ball handler, Bob has a 
great sense of humour. He bravely works himself into the play and is able to 
challenge for the ball with confidence. He never stops trying and plays with 
positivity and enthusiasm. 

Charlie Christmas - Charlie has shown great enthusiasm and a willingness to 
do his best. He listens well and follows through on instructions (like “go on and 
kick a goal, Charlie!”) An eager and effective goalie, he loves to throw on the 
gloves and have a go. Charlie moves on to U11’s next season and we wish him 
luck!

Eli Grant - Already a confident player, Eli has grown steadily stronger as the 
season has progressed. He has loads of positive energy that sees him working 
hard wherever he is on the field. He is a solid kick and is always giving 100% 
and smiling all the way!

Franki Matthews - In his first season playing for Rockets, Franki has grown in 
confidence and skill as the season has progressed. He is an easygoing member 
of the team showing a great willingness to get in and have a go, plus a fabulous 
attitude to learning and to teamwork. 

Franki moves on to U11’s next season and we wish him luck!

George Hudson - A great all-rounder, George shows strength and confidence 
all over the ground and in reading 
the play. He loves being part of 
the action and works beautifully 
with his team mates to control the 
ball and create opportunities for 
himself and his team.

Hamish Whatley - A great team 
player with eyes for the ball, 
Hamish is naturally versatile and 
skilful. He works super hard and 
shows great determination and 

everyone for taking the tops home to wash every week, run the kids to & from 
games and training, providing oranges, drinks and other half time treats and 
just getting involved generally; I’ve written this line before but it’s soooo true. 

I hope you get as much out of junior soccer as I do and enjoyed being involved 
with the club, the community, your kids & their friends.

Lastly to the players, oh what highlights you have provided this season - thank 
you all. I hope you’ve had a great time playing soccer this year.

One-two-three: REN-E-GADES!

ROAR ADAM PHILLIPS

This year was a big step up for 
the boys, First year on a bigger 
ground and learning to play with 
a goalie.

We started the season with Henri 
Bergamin, Lucas Freestone, 
Lochie Harris, Toby Harrop, Tyler 
Phillips and Ethan Rose-Nel 
playing on from last year and they were joined 
by Liam Rose-Nel, Reece Binns, Bailey Kerrison and Hunter Lee.

First year under 9’s and put up into div 1, to my surprise they held their own 
on the field.

The boys all had turns in goals. Henri was always pushing forward no matter 
what position he was in, with a strong left foot clearing from defence or 
shooting at goal. Lucas with his speed and determination to get possession of 
the ball and pass it off with his solid left foot. Lochie is one who likes to play 
the whole field with good clearance kicks, shots at goals or setting them up. 
Toby will tackle any one even twice his size and will most likely come out with 
the ball for clearance, set ups or shots. Tyler will play the whole field but is 
more comfortable around defence or mid field, he will still shoot for goal when 
able. Ethan with his determination to tackle anyone and not give up until he 
has the ball, then set up some great passes. Liam with big clearance kicks and 
solid passes will push the ball forward to help setup some great shots. Reece 
is determined to win any tackle and come out with the ball, Bailey is happy 
playing any position and with speed to get back and defend and Hunter is keen 
for the ball and able to clear the ball and help set up some great shots also.

I look forward to working with all the boys next year. Special thanks to Lynda 
and Dale Colgrave for their help and assistance during the season.
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training and running the subs on game day. Look forward to seeing you again 
next year.

Amber - A talented dancer, she’s often seen perfecting her moves on the 
field, especially playing goalie! But she’s also proven to be one of our biggest 
surprise packages! When in the zone, Amber can take on the best and win!

Joe - Joe’s our skills specialist. He’s been perfecting his back heel all season! 
Joe listens attentively and has definitely improved throughout the season. He is 
also great at getting around the opposition with those ball skills.

Kiera - Another champion in the making, Kiera lets no one stand in her way 
when she’s on a mission! Kiera is determined and eager every week and is 
often assisting in goal scoring. But down the other end Kiera has shown real 
skill as a goalie.

Lara - Lara has been an absolute dynamo since she joined the team this 
season. She gets in there and tackles the opposition with great enthusiasm and 
attacks with the same intensity. Lara will definitely be a force to be reckoned 
with in the future!

Liam - This guy is going to struggle when we start playing positions as he’s 
there in attack, defence and in the goals! Liam is a great little goal scorer and 
anyone would think he was the son of the Energiser Bunny and not the coach! 
Liam’s skills have developed throughout the year and he’s always trying to 
head the ball when he can! 

Lingitha - Lingitha has been with us for a few years now and has improved so 
much. Lingitha is never afraid of getting amongst it, against even the best. If 
she’s improved this much in 3 years, the future looks great!

Noah - Noah has definitely made his mark on the team for his first season 
with us. He’s an absolute gun on the wing with his fast and furious abilities! He 
rarely comes off without the cheeks glowing red indicating that he always tries 
his best.

Oliver - Olly’s a little dynamite who tries so hard every week. Despite his 
innocent eyes, he shows no mercy on the field. Olly’s tackling abilities have 
developed well this season and his ball skills have certainly improved this year.

Ryder - The silent achiever. Ryder rarely complains (unless it’s about subbing 
off first!) and gets in there showing us he’s an excellent little player. His ability 
to pass off the ball shows what a team player he is.

William - Well, what can we say about Will?! Determined, fierce, and celebrates 
enthusiastically when he scores! William has learnt how to tackle the ball rather 
than the player and has had a great season this year!

persistence. Along with a winning attitude, Hamish has scored some great 
goals this season!

Henry Routley - With a booming kick and a heap of go, Henry is a natural 
all-rounder for Rockets. His play is effortless and exciting to watch. Henry 
continues to enjoy working hard wherever he is and has scored some fabulous 
and creative goals this season. 

Jack Wilson - An awesome first season with the Rockets, Jack has shown 
persistence and focus all season long. Super-fast and very determined, he 
shows great skill on the field and in goal. Jack has scored some exciting goals 
and is valuable wherever he plays!

Jack moves on to U11’s next season and we wish him luck!

Matilda Reilly - Persistent and determined, Matilda moves the ball with 
confidence and strength. She guides the ball with tenacity and has a clear goal 
in mind as she works her way down the field. She enjoys playing all over the 
field and is enthusiastic in goal. 

Sarah Shepherd - Brand new to Rockets and an eager goalie, Sarah has an 
awesome attitude and fabulous skills. Sarah is a quick learner and applies new 
skills speedily into her game. She plays with logic and intelligence and always 
has a smile on her face! 

Sarah moves on to U11’s next season and we wish her luck!

Sarsha Wittington - A new player to soccer, Sarsha has given her season a 
really good go. She was able to do some great passing that led to opportunities 
for her team and grew in confidence with each game. It was lovely to see how 
proud she was of herself when she did well!

SCORPIONS GLENN BATE

The Scorpions this year were a mix of returning players from the previous 
season as well as a number of players who are new to the game. It was 

pleasing to see all players improving 
their skills over the year and to observe 
an increased level of confidence, 
particularly in our new players. It was 
also good to see everyone having a go 
at being goalkeeper. 

I hope the team had an enjoyable 
season as it was a pleasure coaching 
them (at least most of the time), and 
hope to see you next year. Thanks 
to the parents who helped out with 
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WANDERERS KIM SUTHERLAND

What a great season we have had. 
Besides the fact the Wanderers have 
been on a fantastic winning streak, 
we have had lots of fun and have 
definitely worked as a team all year.

Before we mention the players, we 
would like to thank the great parents 
for coming out and supporting the 
boys every Saturday.

Where do we start??? We had a group of boys come back 
this year to play for the Wanderers again. Charlie, Henry, Thomas, Ben and 
Liam. We welcomed some new players Ryan, Michel, Jake, Finn, Hudson and 
Ezra. Every player added something important to the mix, whether it was great 
skill, teamwork, fun, friendship or even entertainment.

Jake - has worked hard from the very first practice, he always makes sure he 
does the drills correctly and with 100% effort. Jake is a real thinker and this 
shows in his ability to make the right decision when disposing of the ball.

Liam - our ideas man, was one of our best goalies and would have played there 
every week if we let him. But we also wanted him out in the field implementing 
one of his many plans and showing off his great foot skills.

Ben - was named “Ben the Boot” last season because of his ability to kick the 
ball from one end of the field to the other, but this year we are renaming him 
“Fancy Footwork Ben” as he has become extremely clever at getting around his 
opponent with his foot skills.

Charlie - has really improved this year. He has become a great reader of the 
play and works so hard at getting in the right position to help out his team 
mates. Always putting in a big effort every minute he’s on the field and has 
been a big support on the sideline.

Hudson - was such a pleasure to have on the team. What a positive attitude 
and cheerful face to have around. He was one of the players who improved 
each week and his defensive skills are becoming a great asset to his team.

Ryan - was a stand out from the beginning and has been a reliable midfielder 
all season. His calm disposition on the field enables him to make great 
decisions and has also made him one of our top goal scorers.

Michel - is our pocket rocket all-rounder. He can kick goals, stop goals, tackle 
and bring the ball through the field with ease. His speed was awesome. What 
an asset to have in our team this year.

THUNDER MATTHEW DEANS & ROBERT HENRY

What a pleasure it has been to teach 
and train with the following 11 young 
soccer players. We are both proud 
of their level of passion and positive 
attitudes toward every game.

In training they were keen to have fun 
but also to learn from us in order to 
improve their soccer skills.

We want to thank every RO Thunder 
team member and their parents for 
this season.

Coach Matt and Coach Rob.

Fletcher Parish - Is a fine goal keeper and attacker. He has taken advice well 
and been very consistent.

Reece Watkin - Has shown great improvement over the season. His ball skills 
and passing have been encouraging.

Ilanna McDougall - Has been a fierce defender for R O Thunder, with a great 
clearance kick.

Charlie Huizenga - Got along with all team mates and has steadily improved 
with his passing and kicking for his first year with R O Thunder. 

Jack Stedman - Has shown agility in the game of soccer. Jack’s performance 
this season has been of great value to the team. 

Zayden Deegan - Always likes getting involved in the game and his defensive 
skills have shown great improvement.

Jesse Deans - Has a never give up attitude to his game. His attacking and 
defensive skills have been an asset to R O Thunder.

Corey McCormick - Goal scoring ability has been good to watch this season; 
keeps finding the back of the net.

Josh Vimpany - Had his finest moment when he kicked a goal from a corner 
kick showing his fine skill with his left boot.

Lewis Bender - For his first season with R O Thunder the highlight was 2 goals 
in 1 game. He shows great enthusiaum and excitement.

Chelsea Bezemer - A consistent and reliable player in both defence and attack.



40 41

UNDER 11

DRAGONS SAM DAVIS & LINA DAVIS 

Henry - reliable, safe, strong

Toby - Fast, skillful, reliable

Will Prince - consistent, skillful, 
fantastic shooting accuracy and 
power

Caleb - courageous, persistent, 
gives it his all, fast, great goalkeeper

Declan - Brave, fast, never gives up, 
always improving

Kurtis - great left foot, strong, reads the play, continues to improve

Riley - strong, fast, reads the play well, great defender

Khye - Always improving, doesn’t give up, good runner

Beau - good left foot, improves game by game, lays some fantastic tackles

Connor - Fast, reads the play, good goal scorer

Will Tucker - Strong, quick, all round solid defender

Overall the 2015 season for the Dragons has been great, the boys are always 
striving to improve with every game and training session, it’s really pleasing 
being a part of that, great stuff, thanks boys.

RASCALS MATT GEEVES & DANE WALDRON

The 2015 season has seen a lot of 
changes for the Rascals, 3 new faces 
(Adam, Cam and Jesse) and the return 
of an old one (Tommy) gave us a very 
balanced side and one that Dane and 
I were excited about its potential. The 
step up to Div 1 was also going to be 
a challenge but one we thought the 
boys were very capable of doing.

Our focus this year was to get the 
team to play a more structured style 

Thomas - is one of those boys that everyone wants in their team. Such a team 
player. He has improved so much this year and is getting into the action a lot 
more. Thomas gives 100% at practice and at every game, and does it all with 
a smile.

Finn - has been a fantastic team member this year. So full of energy every time 
he takes the field. Wherever the ball is, Finn is there, working hard to get the 
ball up the field to his teammates. He is another player that has made great 
improvements throughout the season.

Ezra - is another all-rounder, but he really found his niche in the defensive end. 
No ball was getting past Ezra no matter what. An excellent attitude every time 
he took the field and really supportive to his team mates.

Henry - has come along in leaps and bounds this year. A real leader on and off 
the field. His ability to read the game has really improved, he takes instruction 
well and can bring what he has learnt at practice to the field on Saturdays.

Well done to all the boys. A very successful season. Good luck to those who are 
going up to Under 11’s next year. We will miss you. Those who are still Under 
9’s next season, we hope to see you back next year.
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goals. Took on the role of “blowfly” beautifully and continues to improve every 
year. A pleasure to coach, keep that smile happening Macca you little champ.

Chris Stevenson - Once again has patrolled the backline this year, has 
continued to improve in his decision making and is the ‘general’ that holds the 
backline together. Extremely quick closing speed and when he commits to a 
ball step aside opposition or look out. Don’t change that style Chris, well done 
on a consistent year.

Max Jordan - Has played most of the year up front in the forward line and has 
been one of the “blowfly“ brigade which suits his game very well. Skills have 
improved wonderfully and can use both sides of his body very well. Keep the 
improvements going Maxxi 

Jesse Price - Debut year as a Rascal and fitted in so well. An absolute running 
machine with a lot of passion and competitiveness who possesses very good 
skills. Found his spot on the wing where he played his role extremely well, look 
forward to seeing him strut his stuff next year on the bigger grounds, it will be 
catch me if you can. Thanks for a great year Jess 

Luke Stanton - Without a doubt the biggest improver of the year. Has found 
his position in the backline and his skills just keep continuing to improve. 
Goes about his job in his own quiet way but gets the job done very well. Keep 
practicing and the improvements will continue. Congratulations mate on a 
wonderful year.

Zack Hartley - Mr Versatile is a good way to describe Zack. Good ball skills and 
reading of the play makes him a coach’s dream in the fact that you can put 
him anywhere and you know he will be able to play that position well. A great 
team player and a pleasure to coach. Well done Zack. 

Adam Walker - The 3rd of the new faces to the team and fitted into the team 
beautifully. An absolute missile of a left foot and a very good goalie who also 
scored many times when going forward. A great attitude and also did extra 
work on his goal-keeping which was fantastic. Thinks about the game very 
well and is also happy to help out with suggestions towards game plans and 
training drills. Great year Ads.

SAINTS RICHARD & CATH REILLY 

As coach of the under 11 Saints I am 
very proud of the development of all 
the players. The team this year has 
been made up of 10 players from 
last year and 4 new players. I would 
like to welcome Tobey Fensom, 
Oliver Gourlay, Jared Matson and 

of play along with starting to settle on positions which we thought they were 
best suited for. This had its ups and downs but overall the team have adjusted 
very well and at the time of writing this we sit equal 3rd on the ladder which is a 
fantastic result in itself. The team’s improvement throughout the year has been 
wonderful to see as well as some individual improvements which have been 
absolutely awesome. 

With all sporting clubs and teams it is very important to have a strong support 
base of helpers and we thank all the wonderful parents and obviously our 
wives that have helped out throughout the year with washing of the playing 
tops, providing the oranges, cheering on the team and just being there and 
supporting your children. Also a big thankyou to Jeremy and his band of 
tireless workers for their ongoing support, without people like you clubs don’t 
exist.

Once again it has been an absolute pleasure to coach the boys and we wish 
them all the best in their personal improvements and hope that they continue 
to play for the Rascals.

Cameron Howie - One of the new faces in the team this year and has fitted in 
so well. A very reliable backman and has also shown a liking to playing in the 
goals. Has taken on extra training with his goal-keeping after we have finished 
our own training session, keep up the passion Camo

Oliver Waldron - Another very consistent year for Ollie either in the backline 
or moving forward when required. A very smart player with a wonderful left 
foot and pace to burn. A very good talker on the field and also at training 
encouraging his team mates and coaches to strive for that little bit more. 
Always one of the first at training and the last to leave. Great team player well 
done Ollie 

Liam Jones - A multi skilled player capable of playing in any position and 
performs to a very high standard every week. Always tries to bring other 
players into the game through his ball usage and team play and his ability to 
read the play is a wonderful attribute to have. Keep it up Liam. 

Tom Knowles - Back with the Rascals this year and once again was a pleasure 
to coach. A speedy winger and booming right foot made him a wonderful 
inclusion into our team. Another very versatile player who is happy to play in 
any position when needed. Thanks Tommy for a great year 

Jack Manix-Geeves - Another great year from Jack, fierce competitor who puts 
in 110% every week and also a wonderful team player. Capable of playing in 
any position which best suits the team on the day makes him a very valued 
team member. Well done Jack 

Macoy Hodge - Macca is a coach’s dream, fierce competitor who takes on 
anyone in his way. Starting to read the play well and scoring more and more 
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Jared Matson - In his first year with Saints, Jared works well in the back line 
providing strong defence and works well in driving the ball forward. A talented 
reader of the play, Jared’s skills have strongly improved as the season has 
progressed. Very well done, Jared

Jessica McCallumSmith - A strong, confident and versatile player, Jessica 
fires in the centre with her ability to run all day and to direct play. Her positive 
attitude, willingness to listen and her easy-going nature make her a coach’s 
delight. Jess is a real player of the future. 

Darcie Reilly - A long term team member and great communicator, Darcie 
plays strongly in the forward wing. A good runner of the ball with confident 
skills, Darcie loves to take on the opposition. She reads the play well and is 
able to position herself on the field with logic.

Abraham Scott - Another long term Saints player, Abe has played mainly in 
the forward this season, but is versatile and confident enough to be thrown 
into any position and perform well. He enjoys his teamwork and creating goal 
opportunities. Great work this season, Abe!

Noah Whatley - In his fourth year with Saints, Noah has performed well as a 
solid back man and is a great goalie with his ability to read the play with skill. 
He has a strong boot and moves the ball into the forward line. Great effort this 
year, Noah

Another big thanks to our referees, Todd Whatley and Tom Reilly. Thanks go 
also to Jack Edmunds for taking the time to teach our goalies all the cool stuff 
he knows! As always, thanks to all the families for their support. Great effort, 
guys.

SCORCHERS SASHA WONG 

Following on from season 2014, the 
Scorchers have looked to progress 
further along the journey of football 
life. Maintaining the strong core of 
the team that has been together 
now for many years, the players 
know each other, their strengths, 
their weaknesses, their special 
dances and haircuts. Those bonds 
are strong, and supportive, and indicative of 
the type of young player that we all hope to see. This team knows how to score 
goals. Sometimes luck has not quite been on our side and we have not scored 
quite as many goals as we would have liked, but this has never been for want 
of trying.

Joel Buckingham into the team. We also had 4 players make it into Northern 
Representative teams in the team Evan Gregson, Jessica McCallumsmith, 
Darcie Reilly and Abraham Scott. Well done everyone on all your hard work.

Oliver Bonney - (Ollie) Rock solid, hardworking and ever reliable defender with 
a great long kick. Able to read the play and hold the back line together, he has 
worked very hard to develop his skills. It has been a great pleasure coaching 
you for the last two years.

Joel Buckingham - In his first year playing soccer, Joel is a very determined 
contester of the ball. He listens well and follows through on what is asked of 
him. His skills have improved well throughout the season and his confidence 
has been a key part of his positive progress.

Tobey Fensom - As a first year player in the team, he has developed into a very 
handy forward winger. He always shows great speed and ball control down the 
wing and is a player able to be thrown into any position. He has worked hard 
on his ball skills to great effect. Well done Tobey.

Lachlan Frame - In his second year with Saints, Lachlan has slotted naturally 
into the position of midfielder. With his great capacity to run, he is determined, 
persistent and his skills are developing well. Lachlan shows great attitude and 
has the potential to be a player of the future.

Oliver Gourlay - Playing in a variety of positions in his first season with Saints, 
Oliver has slotted in beautifully and is well liked by his team mates. He 
responds well to direction and is a pleasure to coach. He works well with his 
counterparts in the back line. 

F’Romsa Grant - A solid back man, F’Romsa has worked hard as a goalie this 
season. He has joined in with the goalie skills training sessions with Jack and 
has enjoyed expanding and implementing his new knowledge. F’Romsa also 
enjoys running the ball out of the back line.

Evan Gregson - A skilled all-rounder, Evan brings a positive attitude and 
willingness to learn to his game. Playing in midfield, Evan is a hard worker 
who thinks ahead and enjoys creating goal opportunities for his fellow team 
members as well as having a shot himself.

Harley Hipperson - A seasoned member of the Saints, Harley enjoys playing 
in the forward line and recently has stood up to be a talented goalie. He has 
enjoyed training in this position with Jack and shows confidence and skill in 
this position. Well done!

Ruby Hudson - Ruby started the year as a key back line player. However as the 
season progressed her hard work and persistent attitude has seen her take 
more of a role in the forward. She plays a solid role and is a valuable team 
member.
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has learnt to read the opposition, not only to stymie their attacks, but exploit 
their weaknesses. Featuring on the scorer’s list for this season is a justifiable 
reward for a very calm approach. Angus Purtell is, as I type this, currently in 
pole position for this season’s golden boot competition. Positioned in front of 
the defenders, Angus’ seemingly endless energy has seen him produce the 
best football of his brief career surging through the middle of the pitch. I often 
have wondered where he gets his energy from, then I realise that its hereditary. 
Matching that level of input, but with passing ability thrown in, Matthew Adams 
has provided so much entertainment that the price for entry to Churchill Park 
could be just to marvel at Matthew’s range of vision and passing. Matthew is 
another player who started in defence to develop vision, then added drive to 
become invaluable to the team. As mentioned earlier, Tom Stevenson is a new 
recruit. Used to playing an odd game called “hand egg”, skills and finesse had 
to be introduced to Tom, but thankfully, there was never any doubt that he 
would develop those skills in record time. Several goals for the season reflect 
that growing confidence.

The forwards have always been an exciting group to watch with the Scorchers. 
Each have their own attributes that make them a joy to watch and an absolute 
terror for the opposition. Ryan Smith plays like an old fashioned specialist 
forward, always testing the defenders. Pace and determination have been 
features of Ryan’s play this season, it’s rare to see Ryan smile during a game 
(except when he scores of course) but I think that’s merely a reflection of the 
concentration and application that he displays. Callum Ollerenshaw could not 
appear more different. Almost always smiling, and seemingly ambling across 
the pitch, this attitude seems to confuse opposition defenders who don’t pay 
Callum the appropriate amount of attention, and he is not afraid to shoot from 
almost anywhere. He’s also not concerned about running the ball through any 
situation, that can give the spectators palpitations but that only serves to make 
the celebrations upon scoring that much sweeter. Arden Parer-Wong is the 
third option for the forwards, and he plays generally behind a striker, more a 
playmaker than an out and out striker, Arden, when on the ball, is usually able 
to attract two or more defenders creating space to allow the other striker to 
shoot on goal, or one of the many midfielders following the attack to score. 

In previous years, the Scorchers have relied upon two or three players to score 
almost all of their goals. This year however, almost every player has scored 
a goal, with many players getting hat tricks. That shows, at least to me, the 
general development within the team, breeding confidence, and my goodness, 
it is fun to watch. If you get the chance, watch out for these boys in years to 
come. They really are something special.

Now I’ve mentioned the players, I have to thank the support, through weather 
fair and foul, well plenty of foul really, they have been there, full of heart and 
voice. Leading the boys off the pitch to the applause of the supporters is 

Add to this mix, a new defensive partnership that has provided the stability and 
the security for the rest of the team to express itself upon the field.

Let’s meet the team shall we?

Goalkeeper, strangely, despite the fact that in many of our games have often 
left the goalkeeper with absolutely nothing or very little to do, there is a 
constant stream of volunteers for this position. Notable inclusions include Ryan 
Smith having a lie down in the goal mouth as the ball hadn’t come remotely in 
his direction for the entire half and Arden Parer-Wong with a series of acrobatic 
saves. Tom Stevenson also had a string of strong games allowing him to ease 
into his first season in the sport, being able to watch the games unfold before 
him.

In defence, this season saw a change in formation, with two players having 
stood firm for this Term, Will Hugo, and Geremie Antypas. Different 
personalities may suit different positions, and when these two boys cross the 
white line and enter the field, a seriousness comes over them. Last year, the 
Scorchers had the tightest defence in Division 3. This year, in Division two, with 
a month left of the season at the time of writing, the team had conceded ten 
fewer goals. This is no accident. There are not many words spoken between 
these two, but there is definitely communication that is clear and effective.

The midfield of the Scorchers for three years has emphasised wing play and 
movement. On the right, William Bates has continued his fine run of displays 
along the line. William’s passing game this year has improved significantly. 
He already runs well with the ball and can go past most defenders, now his 
improved passing puts defenders into greater doubt as to how to try to control 
him. Tullius Mateos-King has been more than effective as the alternative 
player on the right wing, and interchange between the two has allowed them 
both to run their legs off. This is Tully’s second year with the Scorchers, and 
with each game his confidence has grown and grown. On the left wing, Kyle 
Loone and Samuel Goss provided very different styles of attack. Kyle has 
definitely become a very strong left sided player, particularly showing positional 
awareness beyond his years when the ball is on the right wing. Kyle scored the 
(relatively) easiest hat trick of the season simply by virtue of knowing where to 
be. Sam, with a completely different energy would be my most improved player 
this season. Sam, being right footed, is able to bring the ball inside the field 
and attack between the defenders and if anyone can disrupt the opposition 
and make their life difficult in midfield, that would be Sam.

The centre of midfield has been marshalled by a group of young men with an 
incredible array of skills. Lachlan Deboer-Adland, containing attacks along the 
left side of midfield from the opposition, and starting our own, Lachlan’s last 
couple of seasons were spent in a more defensive position. From here, Lachie 
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long. They had some massive wins in the seeding rounds, which resulted in 
them moving up to Division 1. This was always going to be a huge challenge for 
them, but it was definitely going to help improve their soccer.

Being in Division 1 meant that they had to learn really quickly that the only 
way they were going to be competitive was to play as a team, encourage each 
other, stay in their positions and really back each other up. Throughout the 
season it has been easy to see the improvement in all of these areas. The 
roster unfortunately was not kind to them (they had to play the top four teams 
twice) and with a couple of cancelled games against teams near them on the 
ladder, their final position on the ladder was not a true indication of the season 
they really had. To their credit they were very competitive in all their games

As we have seen for a number of seasons now, every week we would see 
Thomas and Evan B going very hard at the ball in our last line of defence. 
Their team worked with each other and the goalie continued to improve as 
each week rolled on. They were assisted very capably by Campbell and Will on 
many occasions. Will and Campbell also spent time in the midfield helping to 
set up goals with great team work. Josh H, Jake, Euan and Evan H spent a lot 
of energy in the midfield, trying to help at both ends of the field. Their ability 
to pass to each other and into space for their team mates were a highlight this 
year. Connor and Fletcher Y spent most of their time in the forward line. They 
had a good understanding between each other and their team mates, setting 
up numerous opportunities for goals. Caleb once again spent time at both 
ends of the field and helped out in the goals every three or four weeks. Brady 
put his hand up to be the permanent goalie this year. He really improved his 
skills and used his big kick to get the ball out of his defensive half.

Overall it was another great season from the STARS. They held their 
composure through what was a very challenging season. They did themselves 
proud this year.

A big thank you to all the parents, grandparents and any other family members 
that turned up each week to cheer the boys on, the sidelines were always full! A 
special thank you to Richard Young who took on the role of assisting Dale with 
subbing.

STORM MARK LITTLECHILD 

2015 has been an exciting year for 
the Storm. We started off the year 
learning a lot about how to play as a 
team and how we can improve our 
skills. I have been very impressed 
with how each team member has 
taken this on board and put it into 
the games on Saturday and we 

brilliant for the team, but I’m sure that the supporters are not just applauding 
for the sake of warming their palms. 

Special mentions to Richard Loone, for looking after the boys while I was away, 
and to Jon Purtell and Kathrine Goss for helping out with training. Recent 
visitors to training may have noticed that Kath has become so enthused with 
the team that she bought a pair of boots to make sure that she could keep up 
with the team. Importantly, Kath has been able to help develop a resolve within 
the boys. Challenges are never shied away from in training, and though we may 
have had an occasional bump or scratch, no one messes with these boys now. 
Well done Kath. 

All the parents and friends who washed shirts, cut oranges, stood in the cold 
and wet, lost feeling in their toes, and yelled and clapped until their throats 
and palms were sore - thank you very much.

Next year the boys step up yet another level. Hopefully you will all be here to 
continue this very entertaining journey with us.

I started one of my match reports with a quote from the late Eduardo Galeano 
it seems fitting to repeat it here. Except, I’m not a writer, I’ve just been set 
loose on a keyboard.

“I wanted to be a soccer player, and I became the best of the best, the number one, 
better than Maradona, better than Pelé, and even better than Messi - but only at 
night, night time, during my dreams. When I woke up, I realised that I have wooden 
legs and that I’m doomed to be a writer 

Go Scorchers!

STARS LYNDA & DALE COLGRAVE

The Riverside Stars under 11 team 
had last year players Evan Binns, Jake 
Elmer, Fletcher Young, Josh Harris, 
Thomas Bergamin, Evan Harrop, 
Caleb Chapple, Will Springer, Euan 
Rose-Nel, Campbell Young and Brady 
Colgrave, and they welcomed a new 
player in Connor Shephard.

They started the seeding rounds 
in Division 2, but it was fairly early 
on that we realised that they were 
probably not going to stay there very 
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Madeline Munting - Has scored some very good goals this year. Maddy loves 
playing forward and is always keen to get out onto the ground. She has some 
very good skills and will continue to work on them, will become a very strong 
player in years to come.

Lachlan Ponting - This year has improved quite a bit since the start of the year. 
While having a lot of fun at training he will always work very hard to best help 
the team. Lachlan is a player who will fit into any team well.

Josiah Smith - is a player who lets his actions do his talking. Josiah is a player 
who can play in any positon and will not look out of his depth. He is a very 
strong player and has a very bright future. I am sure we will get him to talk by 
the end of the year.

Ethan Tudor - has been a pleasure to have in the team. He has improved each 
week which has been very rewarding. Ethan listens well and always plays on 
Saturday with a lot of enthusiasm. 

Finally I would like to thank Damien, Lu and all the parents for all your help 
with the games especially when I was unable to make it. I was a little worried 
at the start of the year but I can say now I am very grateful for the opportunity 
to coach this team. It has been a rewarding year and I hope I will be able to do 
it all again next year. Also thanks to Andrew Hall for taking the last few weeks 
of training hopefully everyone has learnt a few different things from him as 
well. 

have the results to show how well we have done. We also have very supportive 
parents which is great to see and this also has helped with the success of each 
team member.

Harvey Bender - Has been a very helpful player always willing to help out in any 
position when asked. He has good balls skills and is a very solid defender.

Salvador DeMichiel-Burnham - is a very energetic young player. He is able 
to control the midfield and dribble the ball around most players with speed. 
He has scored some great goals and has also set up other players with some 
aswell.

Izayah Gerke - Really enjoys his soccer and playing in a team with his friends. 
He is a player who likes to play forward and do his best to score. Izayah I think 
has learnt a lot and if he keeps going will become a very good player.

Breanna Griffiths - Was a quiet shy young girl, at the start of the year, now she 
has become a very reliable outgoing player who is one of our most improved 
players. B is always listening to instructions and will do her best to complete 
the task.

Xavier Huizena - has been the key to our defence. He has one of the biggest 
kicks of the ball for his age and he isn’t afraid to use it. Whenever he is inside 
his attacking half the goals are always in range. But his best effort this year 
has been stopping a lot of opposition’s attacks.

Jim Jordan - Is the little live wire of the team. He enjoys entertaining his team 
mates but when he puts his mind to it is a very good player. Jim will keep 
going until he wins the ball and will always look to pass to his team mates to 
help them score a goal.

Amy Littlechild - This year has really fitted into the Storm team well. She has 
become a very strong defensive player and is another player who has a good 
long kick. Amy is another player who has come a long way since the start of 
the year.

Roley McCausland - Will always try his very best. His dribbling, control and 
passing with his left foot are very good. If he keeps up the hard work he will 
continue seeing some great results.

Mac Mitchell - Is a very determined young player. Mac will always listen to his 
team mates who are calling for the ball and will find them if they are in better 
positions. He reads the play well and has a great understanding of the game.

Frida Morgan-Dean - Has played soccer for the first time this year. She has 
picked up the basic skills very well and is always asking for more information 
so she can continue to improve. Frida has played some very good games and 
you would not know that it was her first year at all.



52 53

FORCE DAMIEN GRIFFITHS

We have not had the greatest year 
as far as results have gone, but 
all players are to be commended 
for their efforts and development 
on the field. Parents can be very 
proud of their sportsmanship and 
conduct and the way their team 
has represented themselves and 
ROJSC. Next year should see a 
much improved Force if we can 
keep the group together. Thanks 
to parents for the support, I’ve 
enjoyed being part of your kids’ 
playing development.

Thanks to Mark and the U13 Tigers for the practice matches.

Also thanks to the ROJSC committee and their great efforts in running a very 
successful season.

Conner Hannes - Seems only right that I start with the highlight of the year. 
Conner loves his soccer and gives it his all. A very polite and dedicated player 
with heaps of talent. Hoping he is back next year and brings his twin Josh 
along to play as he tells me every week he is the better looking one with more 
talent.

Aaron Danziger - The fisherman has had another good year with Force and is 
a steady defender who gives his all. Played in midfield towards end of season 
where he played some great soccer. See you back again next year for your 
fourth year with Force

Christian Evangelista - Super boot can score from the halfway line has great 
speed and skill. Has had a great year and unfortunately if the age groups stay 
the same he will be in under fifteens next year. He has been an important team 
member and hope he continues playing at our club.

James Ferguson - James is another first time player with Force and can only 
be described as Dustin Fletcher like with his uncanny ability to get a leg or 
hand out to stop the ball. A developing goal keeper with great reflexes. Hope 
you return to Force next year and we will work on those footy kicks.

Cooper Gourlay - Coop is the quiet achiever of the team. Plays any position 
and keeps doing the little things that seem to go unnoticed, always seems to 
be able to get a tackle in and clear the ball where it seemed the opposition had 
him beaten. Keep working on the power in the kicks and see you next year.

UNDER 13s

BOMBERS GRANT MACDONALD

With a wide range of experience and 
skill at the start the Bombers have 
come together nicely as a team winning 
and performing well in a number of 
games later in the season. Everyone 
has a role to play and work together 
with even the newest players making 
big contributions. 

The team has an attack at all costs 
(just score more goals) approach which sees room 
for risk taking in attack and the occasional slip in defence. The team is an 
exciting attacking side scoring goals often through some excellent passing play 
or individual flair up front. The defensive play has performed very well and is 
well organized, focused and disciplined.

Goalkeeping duties have been shared between Sam Stedman, Joe Redman 
and William Von Steiglitz with Oliver Christmas discovering a passion for the 
role late in the season. 

The backline has consisted of variably Liam Campbell, Oliver Christmas, Daniel 
DeWitt, Josh Aldridge, and William Von Steiglitz. They play a tight back four 
with good communication and understanding. 

The hardworking midfield of Sam Jones, William Scott, Joe Redman and Sam 
Stedman provided the drive out of defence with attacking runs and long balls. 

The forwards revolved around Jonty Cleaver, Tom Reilly, Finn Mitchell and 
Jalen Priest who have combined beautifully at times to create some excellent 
team goals as well as showing some individual skill. 

A big thanks to Richard Reilly for stepping in at training when needed.

The Bombers are a good bunch of fellows who have earnt their respect within 
the competition and have been a pleasure to coach.
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TIGERS MARK LITTLECHILD

The 2015 season has been a year 
in which the Tigers have had some 
big challenges but they have stood 
tall and taken them all on. We were 
promoted to division 1 where we 
have been up against some teams 
who have already had a year in 
divison 1. There was a big skill gap 
between the Tigers and the top 
teams at the start of the year but 
now when we are up and playing as a team, following instructions 
and working hard we can match it with any. 

Ben Adams - Has once again had a solid year in defence always working hard 
to help his team mates. Ben is a very positive player who will never give up. 
He has had some talented opposition to play against and he has learnt a lot 
playing against them.

Peta Antypas - This would have to be one of Peta’s best years to date. Making 
the state team has not only been a great experience for her but it has helped 
her game a great deal. She is a great all around midfield player always 
stopping opposition attacks and then setting up our team to score.

Daniel Aurik - Is one player who is always there when you need him. Daniel 
reads the game very well and will always pop up at the right time. We normally 
play Daniel in defence but at times this year pushed him forward into the 
midfield which he has handled very well.

Adam Bakes - Has really taken a big step forward this year. Adam now instead 
of just booting the ball clear in defence he will lower his eyes and play through 
the midfield. He has improved fitness and ball skills as well which hopefully 
continues with years to come.

Kaidon Cleaver - Is a very determined young player. He has very good all-
around skills and would fit nicely into any team. He has combined well with his 
team mates and has scored some impressive goals.

Tarkyn Cross - Always excited to get out and play on Saturdays. He loves to 
either score or set up a goal and would have some of the best close ball skills 
on our team. Tarkyn is like the team scout you can ask him who is on each 
team and he can tell you who to look out for and how they will play.

Jack Edmunds - the goal keeper for the Tigers. He has saved some very 
difficult shots which you would normally think would go in. Jack also can come 
in handy out on the field as well. It is always a difficult decision where to play 
him each week because he plays well where ever you play him.

Jacob Griffiths - Jake has had a great year a solid goal keeper who has 
improved every game and also has been a much improved player on the field. 
He makes me a proud coach and even prouder DAD. Thanks Jake for making 
coaching and soccer something we enjoy together so much.

Oscar Jones - Third year with Force and keeps getting better each year. Oscar 
has improved this year and has become a valued team player on the wing. 
Keeps the ball out in front and his speed down the wing with lots of great 
crosses. A very strong boot for his size and a skilful player

Thomas Lake - Dash is the stirrer and cheeky one in the team. A talented 
player and takes on players twice his size which is most players as Dash is 
never going to be six foot tall. Has scored a lot of goals this year and a few 
great headers have passed the keeper as well.

Xavier Leslie - A new first year player. Quiet and shy and was very unsure if he 
wanted to play at the start of the season. Xav I’m very glad you stayed as you 
have become a very strong defender and a valued team member. You have 
been a pleasure to coach and I’m very impressed with your development and 
improvement

Nicholas Lord - Nick is a very talented player and could be still playing under 
eleven soccer but I’m glad he wanted to come to Force instead. Always listens 
and knows what is required of him on the field. A top young man with a great 
future in soccer see you next year

Jonathan Maddock - Jonno another top year of soccer even if you would rather 
test your wit on me than train. Sorry Jonno, Banjos wouldn’t take my rolls 
back. Enjoyed coaching you and the fun you bring to the team. A very strong 
defender and an important team member

Thomas McLellan - Thomas another great year on the field. Very skilled player 
who likes to go around as many opposition players as he can and most times 
does it successfully, just wish he would try it less. We will work on the art of 
passing more next year. A great team leader and highly valued player. 

Cooper Mott - Again another first year player who has turned into a solid 
defender with a strong clearing kick. Didn’t take me long to realise to keep 
Cooper and Jonno apart as much as possible as two young clowns turn the 
whole team and training season into a circus. Enjoyed coaching Cooper and 
seeing his skills and team play improve. He will be a valued player again next 
year

Blayde Walters - Again a new player with Force who has fitted in well and has a 
lot of talent and a strong kick. Also a talented goal keeper and likes to remind 
me how good that last save was. Very impressed with your development as a 
player Blayde and hope you’re back with us next year.
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JUNIOR GIRLS

JETS PAUL LANHAM

It has been an interesting season 
for both myself and the Jets for 
2015. I was apprehensive to 
volunteer as coach as I hadn’t 
played soccer since primary 
school, although apparently I was 
one of the best players they ever 
had for keeping the bench warm. 
I knew very little of the rules but 
my girls did not hesitate to educate 
me. I have thoroughly enjoyed watching the girls develop not only as individuals 
but more importantly as a team. 

A little about our team;

India Bates - has been a solid defender throughout the season, she is always 
one of the first to volunteer to go in goals and when she plays in goals, she is 
fearless. India always brings an element of fun to training, and is no stranger 
to making the girls laugh, but when it comes to game time she is no nonsense 
and gets on with the task.

Meg Connolly - A fierce striker with a lot of experience on the forward line. 
Surprising not only her opposition but often her coach and spectators with 
the power with which she drives the ball into the net. Not only does she bring 
experience to the team, but she is very encouraging to the other girls and is 
generous with the ball play, making sure her team mates have a chance to also 
score.

Erin Cooper - is an experienced defender, she has an incredible ability to 
read the play and back up her team mates when the pressure is on. Erin is 
an extremely good listener and will always do exactly as she is asked by her 
coach, whether that is in training or on a Saturday. Erin is the type of player 
who rarely needs instruction, when she enters the field she knows what to do, 
where to be, and how to do it.

Annique Ellis - was a junior player brought up to boost numbers for our team. 
While she is the smallest player, she has the biggest heart often referred to as 
the pocket rocket. She never hesitates to challenge the opposition regardless 
of their size. More often than not she will win the contest for the ball and 
consistently chase until she has cleared it from her position. She covers so 
much of the ground I have often thought she has a twin as it seems there is 
two of her.

Olivia Fletcher - this year Olivia has once again impressed me on how she 
continues to work hard to become a very good player. Olivia is a handy player 
because you can move her around and play her in different positions and you 
wouldn’t know that isn’t her normal position. 

William Gray - Combines well with his team mates. He can receive the ball then 
find a team mate with great speed. It doesn’t need to be a short pass either, 
if he can see them he will find them. Which is great when he takes corners, or 
free kicks.

Joel Harris - Has continued off from where he finished last year. He has 
continued to improve each week which is great to see. Joel has a very high 
work rate and determination which has helped us each week. 

Harry Jago - This year we have tried playing Harry in the midfield. He has good 
endurance so he is able to keep going while a lot of players would have been 
too tired to continue. He has still been able to score a lot of good goals but had 
more room to be able to run at their defence.

Thomas Jarman - Is another player who I think has really improved playing 
against the harder competition. He has learnt how to defend without tackling 
which has made it hard for the opposition to get around. He listens well and 
will always try his best to deliver. 

Dylan Littlechild - this year Dylan is another player who has learnt a lot. He no 
longer stands back and waits for the ball to come to him. He now gets in and 
wins it. If he doesn’t win it the first time he keeps going until he gets it. Once 
he wins it he looks for his best option and then delivers. 

Toby Mcknight - I think has really enjoyed this year. He has combined well with 
his team mates and with his improved ball skills and ability to read the play 
has done a lot of good things this year. 

James Russell - Is a very enthusiastic player. Even though he had a broken 
bone in his foot he still wanted to play. James mainly plays centre forward 
which most forwards stop when the opposition defence win it. Not James he 
will pressure the defence to make a mistake which is a great help to the team. 

I would finally like to thank everyone for their efforts this year. I would 
especially like to thank Don for coaching when I was unable to make it to the 
games. Also the parents who helped out filling the score sheet in. It’s always 
great to see so many parents supporting your kids each week. It has been a 
rewarding year and I hope I will be able to do it all again next year. Also thanks 
to Andrew Hall for taking the last few weeks of training hopefully everyone has 
learnt a few different things from him as well. 
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games and is very focussed at both.

Chelsea Wing - has been a consistent, experienced player for our team. 
Almost unstoppable as centre back, she is a formidable player as the last line 
of defence before our goalie. Her strength in defence is due to her courage, 
persistence and ability to always seem to be in the right place at the right 
time. She is looked up to by the other players due to her consistent game play, 
experience and friendly nature. Chelsea is also great in goals.

Emily Wood  - is a first year player who has shown growth in her confidence 
since starting with the Jets. Emily has shown some terrific game play due to 
her ability to run and when given the opportunity, to kick and chase up the 
wing. She often takes the throw in due to her good technique, great range and 
accuracy. Certainly one of the preferred girls to take our throw in’s.

Bill Howe (Assistant Coach) - I’d like to thank Bill for his support throughout 
the season assisting me to coach our Junior Girls. Bill has provided the 
knowledge and experience of the game that I was lacking. Bill gave me the 
opportunity to train our team in two groups and to give our less experienced 
girls some one on one coaching. On game day, Bill has been incredibly 
encouraging by providing advice and support to our girls in goals.

Heather Cooper (Team Manager) - regularly assists on game day to keep score, 
assist with subbing out the girls and monitoring the time. She is incredibly 
reliable which enables me to concentrate on the game, and I am very grateful 
for her help this season.

PARENTS

Without you our team would not exist. Thank you for delivering your girls 
to training, bringing them along on game day regardless of the weather, 
and for providing half time oranges. I felt proud to be associated with such 
encouraging and respectful spectators.

GOOD BYES

We will be very sad to see Ashley Hugo, Natasha Orr, Jessica Murphy, and 
Hashnavi Ponnusamy go to Senior Girls next year. Although they will be a loss 
to the Jets, they will be an asset to the Senior Girls.

3…….2…….1…….. GOOOOOOOOOOOO JETS!!!!!

Maggie Fern - is one of our new players who has shown incredible progress 
since starting with our team, particularly in defence. Maggie will play from 
defensive to midfield, and I feel the highlight for her was scoring a goal on 
her birthday. Maggie is always encouraging and supportive of the team and a 
player who I notice celebrating the achievements of our team.

Ella Howe - Another new player who has shown great improvement on the field 
from her first game. Ella is a consistent defender and shows a lot of natural 
talent in the goals. I often notice Ella puts in a great effort running up and 
down the wing calling for the ball. She is one of my go to players for sideline 
throw in’s as she has flawless technique, great range and accuracy.

Ashley Hugo - brings experience to our team and is incredibly versatile. Whilst 
often playing in the mid field she can be placed in any position and knows 
exactly what to do. Ash is another player who demonstrates courage in the 
goals. Her consistency and commitment to training has been outstanding and 
she is a very popular team member.

Zoe Lanham  - In case you aren’t aware, Zoe is the coach’s daughter. Zoe 
brings versatility and experience to the team. Zoe’s strength is demonstrated 
in her ability to read the game, creating space and calling for the ball. Zoe has 
incredible enthusiasm for the game and can play well in any position on the 
field. She is always a fun, inclusive and supportive member of our team.

Ella Matson - It has been Ella’s first season and she has shown great 
improvement in her courage to attack the ball. Ella has predominantly played 
on the wing, will cover a lot of ground and runs all game. It has been great to 
see Ella’s confidence grow as the season has progressed. For a new player, she 
is happy to be placed in any position on the field, however her strength has 
been on the wing.

Jessica Murphy - is an incredible all-rounder, she is a force to be reckoned with 
in goals and a consistently strong member of our team. When placed in the 
forward line she is a dependable striker, it is not unusual to see Jess running 
the ball from the Centre all the way up to the goals. When in defence she is 
very dependable and courageous at attacking the ball.

Natasha Orr - This has been the first season for Tash and she has picked up 
the game incredibly well. Tash’s enthusiasm has seen her progress from a 
first year player to someone who appears to be a seasoned professional. Tash 
always brings a positive element of fun to training and game play, most notable 
improvement is Tash’s commitment to chase the ball until she clears it from 
her position. Whilst a versatile player she has great strength in defending.

Hashnavi Ponnusamy - is a very popular, likeable girl in our team. 
Predominantly a mid-fielder, Hashy seems to run non-stop throughout the 
game. Hashy brings experience to the game and seems to pop up in support 
when you’d least expect it. She is very consistent at turning up to training and 



60 61

Watching Will improve over what has been half his life with the Lions has been 
immensely rewarding even if I am no closer to working out either his preferred 
foot or intended direction each time he executes his trademark shoulder drop.

Liam Gilmore - Despite being frequently targeted by opposition cloggers with 
twice his size but a fraction of his talent, Gilly’s resilience is often a sight to 
behold. With the most accomplished first touch, deceptive change of pace, 
excellent vision for a pass and endurance of a cross-country running champion, 
Liam has become a mainstay of club and rep midfields. Has proved a regular 
goal supply despite battling through a catalogue of misfortune including illness, 
injury and alleged sibling violence.

Sam Gray - The epitome of composure, Gravy could keep cool balancing on 
a tightrope in a tropical storm. Over a volcano. In Ravo. Averaging nearly two 
goals a game, Gravy has turned his back on generations of defensive leanings 
to make the centre forward role for club and rep team his own. Has bagged 
four goals on four separate occasions to go with three more hat-tricks. A proud 
second-generation Riverside player, he even briefly stepped into the coaching 
role after sustaining a brutal netballing injury but soon learned it’s not as easy 
as it looks by losing my pen.

Jakob Hartley - Saved his best game of the season for one of the biggest 
fixtures, putting in a couple of assists and a rampaging role down the flank in 
the 4-1 defeat of Wanderers. Brought his indoor football skills to the larger arena, 
posing plenty of questions down the left wing and ruthlessly burying a penalty 
that his trickery had earned. Not always the most attentive when the coach is 
rambling on, but happy to ask for a repeat of what he has missed.

Jarrod Hill - 1970s Notts Forest: Shilton; 1980s Liverpool: Clemence; 1990s 
ManU: Schmeichel; 2010s Lions: Hill. Every great team is built around their 
goalkeeper and Jarrod is a deserving addition to that illustrious honour roll. I 
have lost track of the amount of times we’ve gone on to win games comfortably 
after “the Cat” has produced one of his trademark spectacular saves when the 
contest was still in the balance.

The heartbeat of the team, as demonstrated by instigating the impromptu 
huddle during a break in one of the Westside wins. Has perfected the bowed-
head sad puppy look when told to “go home” by his coach each time he 
wanders into the opposition half.

Jasper King - We’re more into team than individual awards, but if there was a 
player of the season it would be King Junior. Forming a virtually impenetrable 
central defensive wall alongside Azza, Jasper has thwarted opposition attacks 
more often than I’ve used the word “composure” this season, and that’s an 
awful lot. Combines astute positioning with a sound touch, fearless tackle, 
blistering pace and a stylish pass that has launched numerous counter-attacks. 
Just as happy to bang in a few goals whenever the strikers were having an off 

UNDER 15s

LIONS ROB SHAW

One of the season highlights for 
me was when Phil Biggs was 
taking our team picture and it 
was suggested all the parents 
squeeze in too. We have spent 
so many cold, wet and muddy 
hours together at Churchill or 
Windsor Parks that the Lions 
often feel more like an extended family than 
simply a particularly brilliant football team. While proud of our results, I am 
more pleased that we have played with respect for each other, the opposition 
and the officials and getting every player on the scoresheet showed the team 
ethic among the Lions. I hope when I get to Rob King’s age and stumble down 
to Windsor Park with my Zimmer frame, I can watch a senior Riverside team 
featuring many of these players, even if they all pretend not to know me.

Thanks to Biggsy for the photos, Duncan for the countless coffees, Kingy and 
AG for the ever-willing and valuable second opinions, Ron for the half-time 
orange roster and six-pack fitness advice, Karen, Jez and Tammy for helping 
run a wonderful club, Pete, Scotty and Rob for mountain bike talk when we 
needed a change of subject, Wendy for being so patient every time I was late 
back because I got talking to people and all the parents for entrusting me with 
your awesome kids.

They are more than just impressive footballers, they are impressive young 
adults and I am extremely proud to have been able to growl at them on a 
weekly basis.

Andy Biggs - Mr Versatile, Andy is as accomplished on either wing as he is 
at full-back or centre mid. Possesses the battle-hardened bravery inherent 
in those with older siblings which has contributed to some priceless last-
ditch tackles. Also chipped in with his fair share of assists and goals over the 
campaign. Has probably played in every position over the years and always put 
team requirements ahead of his own. One of the quiet achievers and unsung 
heroes of the Lions pride.

Will Bonney - He may be the scorer of goals the rest of us can only dream 
about, but Will’s true value can be judged in the number of assists he provides.

Defence-splitting passes and pin-point corners are what have enabled the 
striker to demand such formidable fees on the transfer market.
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expanding what threatened to become a one-dimensional attack plan of kick 
and run.

Can now pass and shoot with a left foot which spent the first decade of its 
existence simply trying to keep up with his right. Also possesses the biggest 
appetite of the team and has been known to eat small left-backs who dare to 
get in his way.

Zach Walker - Owner of the hardest-to-explain nickname in Tasmanian sport, 
“Phil” has been as important to our defence as the letter ‘e’. Eager to learn, 
polite and always smiling, Zach is a pleasure to coach and provided one of 
the highlights of the season when thrown up front to get his name on the 
scoresheet. Has slotted comfortably into both full-back positions all season 
proving a tough nut to crack for wannabe Beckhams among the opposition and 
happily fills in at centre-half when required.

Aaron Woods - Like Lachy, Azza earned and fully deserved his Gold rep team 
selection by expanding his skills and growing a left foot. An integral part of a 
miserly backline that offers slim pickings for hopeful opposition strikers. Like 
Jasper, Azza can swiftly turn defence into attack, thwarting opposition forays 
with timely tackles before launching the counters and frequently adding to 
his healthy goal tally. Joins Jarrod as one of the voices of the team and never 
uses it disparagingly, always ready with a “time”, “man on”, “C’mon boys” or 
“thanks Rob” for his grateful teammates and coach.

PREDATORS ZACH TAYLOR

As the coach of the Predators it has 
been rewarding to witness and be 
part of the development of this team. 
As a group of boys, many who had 
not played together before, they 
have grown into a side that plays an 
exciting, team-orientated style of 
soccer. The beginning of the year 
was a tough initiation with the boys 
playing in a range of positions to 
gain experience across the park. 
The second half of the year, players 
have maintained a position either in defence, midfield or in attack. This has 
led to greater structure, cohesion and enabled them to follow a game plan. As 
a result we have enjoyed greater success. I would like to thank all parents for 
their support and encouragement of their son and the team. A very big thank 
you to Scott Watson for his role as assistant coach.

day, Jasper also possesses a magnificent array of excuses to explain away 
late arrivals with his brother, mother and even dog all copping some degree of 
blame.

Callum Macfarlane - When Old Man King sits back in his rocking chair 
and comfy slippers and reflects on the highlights of Riverside Lions’ 2015 
campaign, he remembers two moments above all others. Holding onto a fragile 
lead seconds from half-time in a pivotal league match against Westside, the 
dark force seemed certain to strike back until Callum appeared out of nowhere, 
like Luke Skywalker on his flying bike, to save the day for the forces of good. 
Later in the season, having spent most of a King-coached game goalless 
up front, Callum waited until he was moved to full-back to roam upfield and 
unleash one of the goals of the season. An original member and an absolute 
joy to have in the Lions clan (Callum that is, not Old Man King).

Pat Millar - While our arch-rivals gazed greedily over potential recruits last 
summer, the Lions pulled off the transfer coup of the season by poaching 
the laid-back larrikin. Calmly slotted into the competition’s most competitive 
midfield with a series of accomplished performances, the undoubted highlight 
being a couple of goals in the 4-1 defeat of his old team. Coming from a proven 
sporting pedigree, Pat brings to the table a cool head, creative pass, tidy 
shot and an ability to take a nap any time of day. Teammates have warmly 
welcomed him into the Orange along with a pledge to drive out any remaining 
vestige of Westsideness.

Will Murchison - Like Zach, Murchy has brought a smile and can-do attitude 
to full-back. Composed in possession, Will invariably plays astute passes to 
teammates from highly pressured positions usually blissfully oblivious to his 
less-cultured coach urging him to just “get rid”.

Always happy to roam forward when given licence, provided a universally-
popular moment when he made the scoresheet. Has demonstrated a blistering 
shot at training yet to be fully deployed in the heat of battle.

Daniel Shaw - The header king. By my count, Daniel is close to breaking into 
double figures for headed goals this season. An awareness of where to run 
combined with both a willingness to lead with the head into zones of intense 
warfare and a total disinterest in self-protection have produced a catalogue of 
majestic goals from our brave, tactically astute and deceptively tricky Pommie 
striker. At his best in the 4-1 defeat of Westside when he scored two (headers 
of course) and helped out the undermanned defence. Has formed such a 
ruthless strike partnership with Sam that we should really nickname him after 
his favourite food to create a delicious strikeforce of Chips and Gravy.

Lachlan Stedman - Lachy has come so far in his football development that 
some opposition have taken to calling us a one-man team. Has gone from 
entire seasons without a goal to averaging one a game this campaign by 
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Sam Alfred - is a highly skilled player who sometimes does the impossible. His 
work rate and ability to bring his teammates into the game has developed as 
the year has progressed. ‘Alfie’ is a player who is always willing to listen and 
has the ability to score multiple goals.

Jonah Stickler - has had an exceptional season. Jonah has scored some 
amazing goals from the most difficult of angles. Jonah is a skilled player who 
is also creative and brings his team mates into the game. His work rate off the 
ball has developed during the year.

James Atherton - is a solid player who has played through the midfield and 
attack. He is a strong ball player. He has an excellent work rate and game 
awareness. A player who seems to have a lot of time when in possession and 
someone to watch in the future.

Jacob Goelst - is a quiet team member who has played in a variety of positions 
this year. Mainly suited as a wing defensive player, he is at his best when 
confident in his ability. Jacob is always willing to do his part for the benefit of 
the team. 

Jonah Cooper - is a consistent and team orientated player. A very pleasing 
second half of the year with an increased work rate and attack on the ball. 
Jonah is a player who is always in the action in front of goals and has set up 
many scoring chances this season.

Ethan Taylor - has been a solid contributor both in the centre of defence and in 
the midfield. Ethan reads the game well and brings others into the game with 
his skill and leadership. Opposition players certainly know when he has tackled 
them!

Vineet Suresh - is a quick, skilled player who has played predominantly on the 
wing. As the season has progressed his work rate and team orientated play 
has developed. Has the ability to break a game apart with his run and shots on 
goal. 

Tarrant Edwards - put up his hand to be our regular goalkeeper. A difficult 
positon to play in any side. Tarrant has shown real potential as a future 
goalkeeper and has pulled off some amazing saves.

James Smyth - has had an exceptional year as a regular defender. ‘Jim’ reads 
the play well and is quick on his feet, always assigned to the best forward and 
rarely beaten. A great team player!

Jasper Younger - played all year as a central defender who occasionally moved 
into the midfield. Jasper has an amazing ability to read the play and be in the 
right position at the right time. Jasper has an excellent work rate and will be a 
player to watch in the future.

Tom Schuemaker - in his first year as a soccer player has been a standout 
defender whose skills have gone from strength to strength. ‘Shuey’ has rarely 
been beaten all year and always attacks the ball with confidence and shows no 
fear.

Patrick Cooper - is an important team member of the Predators. Patrick can 
be relied upon to always give his best and act on game instructions. Patrick 
plays well on the wing and has been able to help set up attacks to provide 
scoring opportunities. Always plays with a sense of enjoyment.

Tom Watson - has ended the year full of confidence and run. Always busy and 
a tireless worker on the ground, Tom has developed his awareness in game 
situations as the year has progressed. He is becoming more creative in attack 
and his tackling is solid in defence. A breakout season!

Alexander Fletcher - has been solid and versatile this year playing a number of 
roles and positions. ‘Fletch’ is a player who can be relied upon to give his all. 
‘Fletch’ is the ultimate team player who is always competitive and encouraging 
of his mates. He is also a very capable stand-in keeper.

Tom Bates - has been a solid team member this year. His work rate is excellent 
and is a versatile player. A popular team member who can be relied upon to 
take on any role within the team structure. Tom is a strong player with a great 
shot for goal when in space.

Michael Goss - can be relied upon to play any role asked of him whether it be 
in attack or defence. He has grown in confidence as the year has progressed. 
With the ball at his feet he is always looking at opportunities to press the game 
forward and bring his team mates into the game.

Oliver Saint - has been outstanding in his role in centre midfield. He is a very 
skilful and creative player who always seems to be in the game. No matter 
what the situation of the game, Oliver is a player who always plays with a sense 
of purpose and enjoyment. 
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sweat and Rose just never gives up! An awesome attitude Rose, played with grit 
and determination.

With a mix of experienced and younger players in defence, future ROJSC senior 
girls teams can rest assured that they will have a formidable back line for years 
to come, with the younger girls coming through.

The mids - again a wing-to-wing wall of talent. Sarah Moore made the central 
midfield position her own, despite a number of other players having a run in 
that position. Calling the shots from the centre of the team, Sarah was often 
seen bursting through the middle of the ground with the ball before sending a 
cutting pass to the wingers.

Courtney Sharman on right midfield - it almost took a crowbar to get her out 
of the position but with good reason - she just plays it so well after years of 
playing in the position; scoring goals, setting up wingers and cutting off attacks 
before they get near the defence.

Also regularly running through the midfield are Ella Wood, Georgia Wing and 
Caoilainn O’Loughlin - Ella has improved out of sight and has adapted well to 
the team style of play, Georgia is the speed merchant of the team - despite 
being one of the younger players - burning off opponents with ease and 
Caoilainn adds some composure to the midfield, calmly setting up the play 
when under pressure.

And lastly, the forwards - the team could tell you easily who got the most 
goals for the team (over half of them) but it was really pleasing to see the even 
spread of contributors who also got on the scoresheet. Also, a couple of the 
younger first-year players in the Senior Girls competition have stepped up and 
are at the top end of the team’s “golden boot” list, if one were to be awarded.

Sofia Bailey, dazzling full backs from the right wing - often running rings 
around girls a couple of years older than her before delivering the killer cross to 
waiting forwards in the middle; Zali Kirkman just burying goal after goal after 
goal and annoying (particular) opponents just by turning up, Phoebe Barnett 
playing more of a holding role in attack whilst scoring a few for herself, Morgan 
Wye pleasantly surprising us all with a comfortable move up to Senior Girls 
and scoring plenty, including probably the goal of the year in Round 1 with 
an awesome hold of the ball, 180-degree turn and shot into the back of the 
net. And Niamh Woodfield - she’s done everything asked of her as a forward 
and we just can’t quite get her on the scoresheet (yet - hopefully by the end of 
the season Niamh will have rectified this). Niamh has a knack of getting into 
scoring positions at the back post without the opposition knowing she’s even 
there - one day she will get an absolute bag full and opponents will be keeping 
a close eye on her after that.

An almost equal sized supporter group awaits the team on the side-line every 
week for the games - thanks to you all for turning up and many of you for 

SENIOR GIRLS

PHOENIX JEREMY SMITH 

(ASSISTANT COACH/TEAM MANAGER 
LILLIAN SHEGOG) 

The Senior Girls Phoenix, well - what 
can I say: if the 2014 version of the 
Phoenix was a team rising out of 
the ashes of two previous teams, 
the 2015 version is one of the most diversified 
teams ever assembled - rising from the ashes of at least four previous teams.

In addition to the mix of previous teams, the players come from at least six 
different schools, with a fairly even spread across the Under 14, 15 & 16 age 
groups and we also welcomed a couple of new players from other clubs.

But it didn’t take long for them to ‘click’; an unusual early game providing the 
opportunity when nearly half of the team were on the subs bench, subbing with 
the other half of the team at regular intervals and the girls all getting to know 
each other whilst on the side lines.

At the time of writing this report and just a few weeks before the end of the 
season, the team has wrapped up the league title with a few rounds remaining 
and still undefeated and are also still well in the hunt for the McDonalds Cup.

The team has scored more goals than the Australian Men’s cricket team on 
a cloudy day in Nottingham, whilst astonishingly conceding less than double 
figures against. Whilst other older ROJSC teams have also conceded less goals 
during the season, what is astonishing for the team is that they have done it 
without a regular goalkeeper. Each of the girls have taken their turn and done 
two half games each (or thereabouts) in goals during the season.

But, the team had an ‘ace up their sleeve’, so to speak - the most formidable 
back-line seen in an ROJSC girls team for many a year. Led by Chloe Gibbons 
returning again in 2015, the back-line was almost impossible to get past - if an 
opposition player would just get past one defender, there would be a line of two 
or three more waiting. 

Also in the meanest, stingiest defence of the team are regular back-line players 
Chels Wright, Veronica Harvey, Lizzy Reeve and Rose Donnelly - each of 
whom would be first picked in a rep team defence. The girls would swap easily 
between central defence and full back and occasionally be seen further up the 
park. Chels has recently been designated the team’s enforcer which I think she 
enjoyed as she doesn’t put up with any sledging from anyone! Ronni & Lizzy 
calmly marshall the defence, clearing attack after attack without breaking a 
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PANTHERS GRANT MACDONALD

The Panthers had a difficult season 
this year (bit of a change from 
previous years division winners) but 
still managed to put together some 
quality football to show what they 
are capable of.

The usual teenage distractions of 
work, extra-curricular activities, 
camps, mainland trips, various 
sicknesses and girls meant that 
the full squad of 17 never actually 
presented for a game (thankfully) 
with some games played short.

Nevertheless there were moments when the Panthers’ loyal supporters were 
rewarded with some beautiful passages of entertaining, attacking oriented 
football.

This years team combined the Panthers of old with 3 ex-Westside U15’s and 
Ryan Hume from the Predators.

For the first time the team has had a permanent goalkeeper in Kyle Hughes 
whose commitment was greatly appreciated.

The dependable old-school defence of Joe Leonard, Liam Murphy, Adam 
“Kero” Kerrison and “Slinky” Varun Sankaramoorthy was bolstered with the 
addition of Ethan Schmidtke, Adam Richards who took on tough man marking 
roles in spite of his hairdo, and youngster Ryan Hume who added drive and 
endeavour. 

Will Vanderheide and Surya Kannan continued to provide the drive though the 
midfield with Angus Pilon when available and other help from Liam Murphy. 
Jay Spinks added power to the midfield between injuries.

The addition of Nick Hanson on the left side and zippy Zack Reid as striker 
added attacking flair to the already creative Lachy Jesson, Billy McKnight and 
Eden Lava.

Big thanks to assistant coaches Jason Reid and Rodney Jesson. 

A good bunch of young men who enjoy the game and have been a pleasure 
to be associated with. I sincerely hope the younger ones return next year and 
older ones continue with U18’s. 

helping with the scoring. To Yati, Dean & Courtney, Naomie, Jenny, and others 
for regularly scoring and to other regulars on the side line Nick, Luke & Susan, 
Jo, Michael, John, Jane, Andrew and to anyone else I’ve inadvertently missed - 
my apologies. And lastly to Gaz for the on-line support but conspicuousness for 
his weekly absence.

But the biggest thanks in the support crew goes to Lil! Lillian suffered a 
season ending injury early in the season shortly after registering but has been 
about every week and is the off-field heart & soul of the team. Lil has often 
filled in for me as coach on match day when I couldn’t make it due to other 
commitments (including running my Under 9 team). It’s club members like Lil 
who keep stepping up and setting a wonderful example for the club despite 
their own personal circumstances that make this club such a great one to be 
involved with. Thank you again Lil - you have a great future as a coach if you 
choose to continue with it and I hope your rehabilitation goes smoothly & we 
will see you out on the park again soon. 

Lastly, my coaches tip for the B&F (which is voted for by the girls, not me!) - 
Chloe or Zali with dark horses Sarah, Lizzy, Ronni or Courtney.

Well played ladies - a great soccer team, we’ve finally shaken the bridesmaids 
tag for ROJSC senior girls this season and you are all wonderful ambassadors 
for the club also. I trust you’ve had a great season with the team & the club & I 
look forward to seeing you all out on the park again next year with either of the 
respective Riverside junior or senior clubs.
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SPIRIT MITCHELL NIELSON

2015 saw some new and familiar 
faces in the Spirit squad. Will S, 
Will C, Sam S, Sam G, Kane, Julian, 
Mackye, Thomas, Lewis, Drew, Tim 
and Ben all returning for another 
year of banter (or Lewis’ ‘roasting’ 
everyone), and Jak, Josh, Henry 
and Lukas making their way into the 
squad (Lukas returning after a year 
off). 

Already having played in the u16 
competition last year, the Spirit 

boys were able to build on the knowledge they gained which has led to some 
milestones for the players. As I write this, we are one match away from winning 
the u16 competition and are yet to play our semi-final in the McDonalds Cup. 
Not to mention a few players playing u18, senior men’s reserves and in the 
men’s Northern championship! The way the team has played this year has been 
really impressive, our talk, work rate, structure, offensive/defensive pressure 
and ability to transition into attack has been critical to our style of play. 

I have had a great experience coaching the team this year, and I would like to 
thank the parents for supporting all year and especially Paul Smith for taking 
over some coaching responsibilities for me when I have been unavailable. 
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